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Brooks  Webster,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  is  named  chair¬ 
man  of  a  six-person  search  committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  successor 
for  Porter  Routh,  executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville. 


Wilford  M.  Lee  accepts  the  pastorate  of  First  Church,  Leland.  He 
succeeds  Chester  Quarles,  who  resigned  a  few  months  ago  to  accept  a 
pastorate  in  Alabama.  Lee  was  for  six  years  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Crossett,  Ark. 
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Cuban  Baptists  to  form  own  mission  board 


February  26, 1998 
Vol.  122 
No.  4 


CORAL  SPRINGS,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  While  the  world  wonders 
what  changes  may  come  from 
Pope  John  Paul  El's  visit  to  Cuba 
in  late  January,  Baptists  in  the 
island  nation  are  responding  to 
God's  spirit  and  moving  to 
reach  the  world  for  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Baptist  Convention  of 
Western  Cuba  voted  to  begin  its 
own  home  and  international 
missionaiy-sending  agency  dur¬ 
ing  the  denomination's  annual 
meeting  Feb.  4-7  in  Havana. 

In  addition,  at  least  200 
Cuban  Baptists  —  about  a  fourth 
of  those  attending  —  made  com¬ 
mitments  to  mission  service  dur¬ 
ing  the  closing  session. 

"It  was  like  a  river  of  people 
coming  forward"  to  make  com¬ 
mitments,  said  missionary  Kurt 
Urbanek,  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  liaison  for  Cuba,  who 
works  out  of  an  office  in  Coral 
Springs,  Fla. 

Urbanek  atterfded  the' Meet¬ 
ing  and  preached  during  simul¬ 
taneous  revival  services  in  which 
360  Cubans  accepted  Christ. 

Western  Cuban  Baptists 
already  are  sending  home  mis¬ 
sionaries,  but  the  new  mission 
board  expects  to  improve  that 
process  and  better  support 
these  workers,  Urbanek  said. 

The  board's  leaders  also 
hope  to  send  missionaries  — 
pending  government  permis¬ 
sions  —  to  at  least  two  other 
countries. 

The  denomination  hasn't 
sent  international  missionaries 
since  1950. 

As  the  convention  shifts  its 
focus  back  toward  global  mis¬ 
sions,  "My  prayer  is  that 
Southern  Baptists  would  make 
a  commitment  to  pray  daily  for 


Cuban  Baptists, 
especially  for  the 
convention's  lead¬ 
ership,"  Urbanek 
said. 

"They  are  carry¬ 
ing  a  tremendous 
load  right  now  — 
more  them  you  can 
imagine." 

Part  of  their 
load  comes  from  a 
shortage  of  trained 
pastors.  The  con¬ 
vention's  65  pas¬ 
tors  struggle  to 
lead  the  work  of 
147  churches  and 
218  mission  con¬ 
gregations. 

'Tvlany  pastors 
are  leading  three 
and  four  churches 
and  riding  a  bike 
for  miles  Between 
churches. 

"They  live  on  a 
level  or  faith  we 


for  miles  Detween  VIEW  OF  HAVANA  —  From  the  roof  of  the  Baptist  seminary  in  Havana,  Cuban  Baptist 
churches.  pastor  Hermes  Soto  (right)  points  out  the  sights  to  lustice  Anderson,  professor  of  missions 

"They  live  on  a  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth.  Anderson,  a  former  Southern  Baptist  International 
level  of  faith  we  Mission  Board  missionary  to  Argentina,  has  traveled  to  Cuba  several  times  in  recent  years 
(U.S.  Christians)  to  train  Oder’s  and  preach  in  Cuban  Baptist  churches.  (BP  photo  by  Terry  McMahon) 

don't  really  know,"  ~  — - * - - — — — 

Urbanek  said.  That's  why  the  convention  The  prayers  of  Southern 


Urbanek  said. 

"We  just  depend  on  the 
Lord,"  said  a  young  Baptist 
pastor  in  Cuba's  Cienfuegos 
province. 

"We  go  to  him  for  every¬ 
thing.  We  preach  that  the  Lord 
has  the  answer  for  all  the  peo¬ 
ple's  needs." 

"We're  seeing  how  through 
our  work,  God  himself  is  being 
glorified,"  said  veteran  pastor 
Hermes  Soto,  a  professor  at  the 
Baptist  seminary  in  Havana. 

The  seminary  is  filled  to 
capacity  with  about  40  students 
and  another  150  are  on  a  wait¬ 
ing  list,  but  new  seminary- 
trained  pastors  barely  cover 
normal  pastoral  attrition. 


recently  began  lay  leadership 
training  institutes  in  two  cities 
—  in  which  about  300  laypeo- 
ple  participate. 

Three  more  institutes,  all 
started  with  IMB  assistance,  are 
expected  to  open  tfus  year. 

Plans  also  are  under  way  to 
send  some  Southern  Baptist 
seminary  professors  from  the 
U.S.  on  snort-term  teaching 
assignments  to  these  institutes 
and  the  seminary  located  in 
Havana. 

Urbanek  sees  signs  of  a  spir¬ 
itual  awakening  on  the  island. 

"People  with  no  (religious) 
background  are  coming  to  the 
churches  in  droves,"  he  said. 


The  prayers  of  Southern 
Baptists  are  especially  impor¬ 
tant  to  Cuban  Baptists  right 
now,  Urbanek  said. 

History  teaches  there's  about 
a  10-year  window  of  opportu¬ 
nity  for  reaping  the  evangelistic 
harvest  from  a  spiritual  awak¬ 
ening,  he  noted. 

"We're  about  four  years  into 
that  window  in  Cuba,  so  we 
really  need  to  pray  for  their 
continued  effectiveness  in 
evangelism. 

"Instead  of  maintaining  a 
status  quo,  we  want  to  help 
Cuban  Baptists  kick  this 
growth  up  to  a  new  level,  so 
they  are  able  to  reach  their  full 
potential,"  said  Urbanek. 


| _ Ministry  | 

Week  of  Prayer 
for  North 
American 
Missions 

March  1-8,  1998 

Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering 

National  Goal:  $42,000,000 


Joe  H.  Tuten  announces  his  retirement  from  the  pastorate  of  Calvary 
Church,  Jackson,  after  27  years.  Tuten  came  to  Calvary  from  First  Church, 
Biloxi.  He  and  his  wife,  die  former  Ruth  Jarrell,  will  return  to  his  home 
state  of  South  Carolina  upon  his  retirement. 
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T  A  Then  we  are  young,  we  don't  spend  a 
1/^/ great  deal  of  time  pondering  our 
w  w  legacy.  After  all,  we  think  we're 
going  to  live  forever.  As  that  turning-point 
age  of  40  arrives  and  die  reality  of  mortal  lim¬ 
itations  begins  to  dawn  on  us  in  a  number  of 
ways,  we  often  begin  to  wonder  just  what  our 
legacy  will  be  to  those  who  will  come  after  us. 

For  Christians,  leaving  a  legacy  of  wealth 
and  materialism  should  Sways  be  secondary 
to  the  things  that  are  really  important.  Will 
we  leave  anything  of  great  spiritual  and 
moral  worth  to  our  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren?  Is  their  inheritance  sufficient  to 

-  sustain  them  in  the  endless  struggle 

to  hold  high  the  banner  of  Christ? 

Have  we  prepared  them,  as  we 
were  once  prepared,  to  claim  the 
mantle  of  the  Great  Commission 
(Matt.  28:18)? 

Throughout  Southern  Baptist 
history,  God  has  consistently  raised 
leaders  of  towering  proportions  to 
prepare  the  next  generation  —  to 
leave  a  legacy  for  ml  of  us. 

One  of  the  greatest  of  those  God- 
chosen  leaders  was  Annie  Arm- 
__  strong,  the  first  corresponding  secre- 
tary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman's 
T|._  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  and  one  of 
*  '  the  early  supporters  of  what  was 
then  known  as  home  missions. 

Annie  was  bom  into  a  Baltimore 
family  whose  material  wealth  was  far 
above  the  norm  for  that  era.  Even  though 
she  was  attended  by  servants,  she  learned 
early  on  the  importance  her  beloved  Savior 
attached  to  serving  others  (John  13:5-17). 

Her  mother  was  a  deeply  spiritual 
woman  who  founded  the  Union  Protestant 
Infirmary  in  Baltimore  and  several  other 
programs  for  the  needy.  Annie  quickly  rec¬ 
ognized  her  mother's  legacy  of  servant- 
hood  and  sought  to  follow  in  "her  footsteps. 

She  began  to  give  freely  of  her  time  and 
formidable  organization  skills  in  volunteer 
work  for  local  oiphanages  and  poorhouses. 
In  doing  so,  Goa  placed  on  her  heart  a  bur¬ 
den  for  the  souls  of  uncounted  number  in 
need  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  was  this  background  and  determina¬ 
tion  that  Annie  Armstrong  carried  into  her 
early  Southern  Baptist  denominational 
work.  It  was  good  that  she  was  prepared. 
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Women's  .work  in  the 
denominafcibn  Bfhj^r  datrWjjfe'- 
—  to  p$Fs  it'.jWlitefy^— 
frowned  ,uddh  by  rfhe  power¬ 
ful  men  wraFrakr  the  Southern 


I  AM  SO  EXCITED 


BECAUSE  I  KNOW  . 
WHAT'S  COMIN6  NEXT'* 


had  to  do  it  on  their  own  in  a 
church  of  another  denomina¬ 
tion,  so  strong  was  the  oppo¬ 
sition  within  the  SBC. 

Reaction  was  predictably 
hostile.  The  women  were 
accused  of  abdicating  the  roles 
God  had  prepared  for  them. 

They  were  cast  as  people  who 
were  seeking  power  and  fame 
at  the  expense  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  Their  mission  as  they 
understood  it  was  criticized 
and  ridiculed. 

Annie  injected  herself  into 
this  caustic  environment  as 
the  first  head  of  the  new 
women's  organization.  She 
seemed  to  ignore  the  naysay¬ 
ers  and  spoke  instead  of  the 
"growing  ability,  and  of 
decreasing  impediments  to 
progress,  which  lead  to  a 
fuller  understanding  and 
acknowledgment  of  our  posi¬ 
tion  as  factors  of  usefulness 
in  the  world's  advance  and 
evangelization.  We  thereby 
lose  not  one  iota  of  our  womanliness." 

She  seemed  to  have  a  knack  for  quelling 
the  fractious  Southern  Baptist  entities  of  her 
day  and  convincing  them  to  work  together.  In 
that  overwhelmingly  male-dominated  soci¬ 
ety,  when  leadership  by  women  was  bitterly 
opposed,  it  should  be  noted  that  Annie 
became  known  as  "The  Great  Unifier"  within 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  1934,  Southern  Baptists  named  their 
home  missions  offering  in  her  honor. 

Today,  we  call  this  work  North 


\ 


These  opening  doors  for  zoo  men,  never  so 
numerous  or  so  wide  in  the  history  of  the  world 
before,  are  God's  call  to  us  to  work  as  we  have 
never  xvorked  before.  Reivards  await  us  yonder, 
ivork  awaits  us  here. 

-  That  is  Annie's  timeless  legacy,  passed 
down  to  this  present  generation  of  faithful 
Southern  Baptists  anoMississippi  Baptists. 

Now  is  the  time  to  be  in  prayer  about 
your  role  in  missions  right  here  at  home  — 
so  many  remain  unsaved  next  door  to  us. 
Now  is  also  the  time  to  be  in  prayer  about 


American  missions  but  it  is  a  change  only  your  gift  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 


in  name. 

Never  one  to  be  satisfied  with  her  suc¬ 
cesses,  however,  Annie  in  her  last  days 
exhorted  WMU  members  to  remember  an 
important  fact: 


Offering  for  North  American  Missions. 

As  Annie  so  eloquently  pointed  out 
before  she  went  to  ner  eternal  reward, 
there  is  much  left  to  do. 

What  will  be  our  legacy? 
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When  I  was  a  boy  1 
remember  sitting  on 
the  edge  of  the  family  gather¬ 
ings  and  listening  to  the  grown¬ 
ups  talk. 

Occasionally  I  would  try  to 
join  in  the  conversation  and 
was  quickly  taught  it  was  rude 
to  interrupt  otners  and  that 
only  one  person  at  a  time 
should  be  talking. 

Later  at  church,  I  learned,  — 
painfully  at  times  —  that  wlien 
the  preacher  was  preaching  one 
should  remain  silent  as  a  mat-  trying  to  sing  the  praises  of  greatly  offended  should  their 
ter  of  respect,  courtesy,  and  of  Jesus,  I  see  many  men  (mostly  congregations  behave  like  this 
spiritual  importance.  preachers)  chatting,  laughing,  while  they  were  preaching. 

In  fact,  I  was  taught  that  when  and  generally  deserving  my  I  understand  some  of  us 
anyone  was  speaking  or  singing  mother's  pincn.  must  move  after  sitting  a  while 

or  performing,  one  should  listen,  I  understand  these  meetings  and,  yes,  there  are  legitimate 
for  a  lot  of  good  reasons.  are  a  time  to  see  old  friends.  It  and  necessary  reasons  to  leave 

Perhaps  that  is  why  I  find  it  is  good  to  catch  up  on  past  a  meeting,  but  surely  mature 
so  shocking  and  offensive  events,  but  when  someone  is  adults  who  are  considered 
when  I  attend  conventions  or  trying  to  speak  it  is  at  least  leaders  should  know  how  to 
other  meetings  in  our  Baptist  rude,  and  at  worst  sacrilegious,  behave  in  public, 
work  and  observe  the  behavior  to  carry  on  like  untaught  school  Two  scriptural  admonitions 
of  those  attending.  children.  come  to  mind. 

While  some  preacher  is  try-  How  often  have  we  seen  a  Paul  said  "Let  all  things  be 
ing  to  get  across  the  message  preacher  finish  a  message,  a  done  decently  and  in  order."  (1 
about  wnich  he  has  prayed  and  music  evangelist  stand  to  sing.  Cor  14:40),  and  Jesus  said, 
spent  much  time  preparing,  or  and  half  the  preachers  get  up  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
some  leader  is  trying  to  con-  and  walk  out?  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 

duct  business,  or  a  musician  is  These  same  men  would  be  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 


Guest  Opinion 


Some  people  need 
a  mother's  pinch 

By  Donald  R.  Kleeb,  pastor 
Emmanuel  Church,  Walnut  Grove 


unto  me"  (Matt  25:40).  Paul's 
teaching  to  the  Corinthian 
church  applies  to  all  our  public 
meetings. 

It  has  been  said  God  gave  us 
one  mouth  and  two  ears  and 
that  we  should  use  them  in  that 
proportion. 

You  know  that  one  cannot  lis¬ 
ten  while  talking,  and  not  pay¬ 
ing  attention  causes  us  to  lose 
knowledge  and  blessings. 

Brothers,  we  must  remember 
God  is  not  the  author  of  confu¬ 
sion,  and  confusion  is  what 
goes  on  in  a  lot  of  our  meetings. 

Aren't  courtesy  and  self-con¬ 
trol  supposed  to  be  among  the 
marks  of  mature  believers? 

In  Matthew  18,  Jesus  pro¬ 
nounced  woe  upon  those  who 
offend  one  of  nis  children.  I 
would  hate  to  see  any  of  my 
brethren  have  tojgo  swimming 
with  a  millstone  for  ballast. 

Please,  let  me  call  on  my 
brothers  to  remember  we  gath¬ 
er  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  to  do  his  work. 

I  hope  this  is  received  in  the 
spirit  with  which  it  is  offered  — 
a  spirit  of  love  for  my  brothers 
ana  a  real  concern  for  what  I  see. 


lication  date.  Advertising  —  two  calendar 
weeks  prior  to  requested  publication  dale. 
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Mideast  Christians  plead  for  prayer  during  crisis 


HAMBURG,  Germany  (ABP)  "We  need  special  prayers  preaching  the  gospel,"  but  dard"  applied  in  tl 

—  Baptist  leaders  in  the  Middle  that  we  will  have  peace,"  said  they  are  "praying  [leaders  the  United  States 

bast  are  asking  other  Christians  Phillip  Sa'ed,  chairman  of  the  involved]  will  solve  the  prob-  with  the  eovemme 

around  the  world  to  pray  for  Association  of  Baptist  lem  peacefully."  and  others, 

peace  as  tl^  crisis  between  fraq.  Churches  in  Israel.  Lebanon  does  not  face  a  "On  the  one  hi 

it  -  ~.nj5ed  Nations,  and  the  Most  Baptist  church  mem-  direct  involvement  in  the  cur-  bucks  at  every  Uni 

United  State  reaches  a  critical  bers  in  Israel,  including  Sa'ed,  rent  crisis,  but  Baptists  there  do  resolution  with  n 

stage  with  the  proposed  U.  N.  are  Arabs.  have  some  specific  concerns,  tions  and  on  the 

peace  agreement.  People  are  buying  new  gas  said  Charles  Costa,  general  sec-  Iraq  has  to  keep  to 

We  are  praying  especially  masks  and  equipment  to  seal  retary  of  the  Lebanese  Baptist  the  resolutions.] 
tor  the  [Iraqi]  people  in  these  off  a  room  in  their  houses  from  Convention.  "That  has  left  ; 

days,"  Shukri  Rabadi,  presi-  possible  chemical  or  biological  Two  Iraqi  students  attend  disappointment  e 
dent  of  the  Jordan  Baptist  gas  attack.  the  Baptist  Seminary  near  the  Christians  [in  t 

Convention,  told  Eufopean  Sa'ed  is  a  pastor  in  Haifa,  Beirut  and  they  and  their  fami-  he  said. 

Baptist  Press  Service.  and  it  is  predicted  that  Haifa  lies  back  in  Iraq  are  specific  The  three  Mid< 

Rabadi  said  some  Jordanian  and  Tel  Aviv  would  be  the  tar-  concerns  for  Lebanese  Baptists,  unions  are  memt 

Baptist  churches  include  Iraqi  gets  of  an  attack.  Costa  asked  for  prayer  for  European  Baptist  F( 

families  who  moved  to  Jordan  As  a  parent,  Sa'ed  says,  it  is  them  as  they  try  to  comm  uni- 
after  the  Gulf  War  seven  years  hard  for  them  to  take  such  pre-  cate  with  their  loved  ones  and 

ago  and  small  Iraqi  Baptist  cautions  and  still  quiet  the  fears  struggle  with  the  crisis  situa- 

groups  meet  in  some  areas.  of  their  children.  tion  without  being  close  to  their 

Baptists  in  Israel  are  strug-  At  the  same  time,  families  at  such  a  time.  , 

gling,  with  everyone  else,  to  Christians  are  finding  such  Costa  also  asked  for  prayer  /  ^ - ■ 

maintain  a  regular  life  while  crises  "a  time  of  deeper  min-  and  reflection  on  the  total  peace 

daily  news  broadcasts  the  threat  istry,"  he  said.  "We  do  a  lot  of  process  in  the  area. 

of  possible  missile  attacks.  visiting,  reading  the  Bible,  He  decried  the  "double  stan-  ^ 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.  then  BellSouth  should  be  contacted  at  the  some  time  later  that 

Editor _ _ number  listed  in  the  BellSouth  telephone  appeared  in  a  third 

book,"  Greer  said.  tory  and  not  in  the 

Mississippi  churches  would  be  wise  to  .  where  it  was  intend* 

keep  a  sharp  eye  on  their  telephone  bills,  Paul  G.  Jones  II,  executive  director  of  the  "There  are  many 
according  to  a  pastor  whose  church  was  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  books  companies 
recently  defrauded  and  the  executive  Commission  (CAC),  reported  that  several  unscrupulous.  Belli 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and  individuals  have  been  which  is  managed  b 
Christian  Action  Commission.  scammed  recently  by  people  who  call  and  and  identified  with 

Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  identify  themselves  as  telephone  company  Yellow  Pages,'  doe 
Church,  Olive  Branch,  said  he  opened  the  technicians,  then  ask  the  bills  —  'The  Real  Yel 

church's  telephone  bill  a  few  weeks  ago  recipient  of  the  call  to  local  BellSouth  telei 

and  discovered  international  calls  to  dial  "9-0-#  (nine-zero-  on  the  customers'  re 

Antigua,  Montserratt,  and  Guyana.  The  A  —  v  pound  sign)"  as  a  test  Greer  said. 


Chapman  lectures  in  Jackson 


tapped  the  church's  wiring  v  vice  providers  can  place 

and  patched  into  the  wider  I  I  ff  f\  71  7\  i  "third-party  call  block" 
telephone  system  without  having  VAV  1  /  \  /  on  a  telephone  line,  when 

to  break  into  the  church.  The  ^  H  lfa  ^  requested,  to  prevent  the 
church's  telephone  service  provider  scam  from  succeecung. 

completed  tne  calls  as  if  the  calls  were  Jones  recommended  contacting  service 
coming  from  the  church  —  and  billed  providers  to  discuss  third-party  call  block 
accordingly.  and  any  possible  fees,  although  he  indicat- 

"The  outside  box  is  usually  in  an  ed  some  service  providers  do  not  charge 
obscure  location  on  the  side  of  most  church  for  the  blocking. 

buildings.  In  rural  areas,  that  outside  box  "CAC  suggests  that  churches  consider 
can  be  Broken  into  with  almost  no  chance  having  third-party  call  block  placed  on  all 
of  the  thieves  being  seen.  telephone  lines,  unless  there  is  an  actual 

"The  telephone  service  to  the  church  need  for  third-party  calls,"  he  said. 

was  not  disrupted,  so  we  didn't  know  until  . - . . . 

the  next  bill  arrived,"  Weeks  said.  BellSouth's  Greer  also  cautioned 

Larry  Greer,  BellSouth  regional  director  Mississippi  churches  to  be  aware  of  yellow 
for  corporate  and  external  affairs  in  pages  billings  that  may  be  for  a  national 
Jackson,  said  one  other  such  incident  has  third-party  telephone  book  listing,  instead 
been  reported  recently  to  BellSouth.  of  the  local  BellSouth  telephone  book. 

"The  best  protection  is  to  closely  check  Since  the  phrase,  "yellow  pages,"  is  not 

your  bill  each  month.  Blocking  service  or  copyrighted,  companies  other  than 
padlocking  the  outside  box  are  not  'cure-  BellSouth  are  free  to  use  the  phrase  and 
alls.'  Always  check  the  monthly  bill  and  accompanying  logo  in  their  bilungs, 
immediately  contact  your  local  carrier  Mississippi  churches  have  reported  in 
with  any  problems.  the  past  that  they  mistakenly  paid  a  third- 

"If  tne  local  carrier  is  not  responsive,  party  yellow  pages  bill,  only  to  discover 
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Partnership 


Missions 

requests 

The  Venezuelan  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Baptist 
Mission  of  Venezuela  nave 
requested  1 6  teams  of  two  per¬ 
sons  each  to  assist  with  an 
evangelistic  crusade  on  August 
21-31 .  Each  team  will  consist  of 
a  preacher  and  another  person, 
and  will  conduct  street  witness¬ 
ing  during  the  day  as  well  as 
evangelistic  services  at  night. 
Translators  will  be  available. 

Pagosa  Mountain  Heights 
Church  in  Colorado  has  an 
immediate  need  for  a  Mission 
Service  Corps  person  or  cou¬ 
ple.  This  church's  pastor  will 
soon  retire  and  needs  assis¬ 
tance  to  sustain  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  church  has  new  facil¬ 
ities  and  is  located  in  a  moun¬ 
tain  community  with  a  high 
population  of  retirees. 

For  information  on  these  and 
other  partnership  missions 
opportunties,  contact  the 
Partnership  Missions  Office, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748- 1651. 


Sweet  describes  new  technology  challenges 


m.  his  day.  The  early  church  was, 

I  that  the  in  its  day.  We  are  not  leading 
dst  of  a  spir-  this  spiritual  awakening,  Vfe 
the  likes  of  are  on  the  sidelines  watch- 
{  seen  in  our  ing,"he  stressed. 

,  he  pointed  Sweet  said  the  greatest 
the  church  is  problem  in  the  transition  from 
ing  it.  modem  to  postmodernism  is 

is  that?  "dematerializing  theology." 
we  have  not  "The  biblical  witness  is  that 
>od  how  to  it  is  the  wind  that  moves  the 
ticate  the  trees.  The  invisible  moves  the 
n  ways  that  visible.  We  are  taught,  however, 
ulture  can  that  the  visible  moves  the  invis- 
md,"  he  ible.  The  trees  move  the  wind, 
out.  "We  have  been  so  taught 

e  is  a  'god  materialistic  ways  that  min- 
like  the  gold  istry  has  become  program  ori- 
years  ago  —  ented.  We  think  you  carjnot 
a  lot  of  tool's  have  a  church  without  a  build- 

>  fool's  gold."  ing  and  programs.  We  must 
ool's  god  of  move  to  a  belief  that  the  Spirit 
its  accompa-  comes  first. 

ilism.  "There  is  no  more  exciting 

iam  and  Eve,  life  than  being  a  disciple  of 
garden,  walk  Christ.  It  is  full  of  risks  and 
U  and  multi-  adventure.  Yet,  our  churches 
,  in  reference  have  become  safety  zones  for 
;o  there.'  risk-free  living. 

>rs  helped  "How  did  we  get  in  this 
t  their  future.  dilemma?"Sweet  asked. 

>  say  'Do  go  For  more  information  about 
go  there'  to  the  Institute,  contact  Bryson,  at 

MC,  Box  4013,  Clinton,  MS 
church  is  not  39058.  Telephone:  (601)  925- 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"How  do  you  tell  a  postmod¬ 
ern  world  that  Jesus  saves  so  that 
they  can  hear  and  understand?" 
asked  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  who 
challenged  students,  faculty,  and 
ministers  Feb.  10  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  (MC)  Institute  for 
Christian  Leadership  in  Clinton. 

Sweet  is  the  clean  of  the 
Theology  School  at  Drew 
University  in  Madison,  Wis., 

in  min- 


University 

and  a  leading  expert 
istrv  to  the  postmodern  world.  sand.  Jesus  mastered 

The  author  of  eleven  books,  the  cutting  edge  tech-  ^  _  .  ■  ‘ 

Sweet  was  on  the  MC  campus  nology  of  nis  time. 
as  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  "As  the  gospel  spread 
Institute,  an  MC  program  to  around  the  world,  how  did  the  "T 
provide  academic  and  practical  early  Christians  circulate  their  our  e 
training  for  pastors,  evangelists,  message?  The  written  word,  the  nyine 
staff  persons,  and  lay  leaders.  new  technology  of  the  day,"  "C 
The  Institute  is  under  the  Sweet  observed.  'Go  tl 

direction  of  Harold  T.  Bryson,  According  to  Sweet,  a  new  with 
MC  professor  of  Christian  technological  revolution  is  in  ply.'  < 
Studies  and  Philosophy.  the  offing,  comparable  only  to  to  the 

According  to  Sweet,  post-  the  first  century.  He  cnal-  "C 
modernism  is  the  emerging  cul-  lenged  attendees  to  do  min-  inven 
ture  of  our  day.  istry  in  the  postmodern  world  They 

"God  has  called  us  to  lead  as  the  early  Christians  did  iri  there, 
the  church  in  one  of  the  greatest  the  first  century  world  —  "on  the  ci 
hinges  in  the  history  of  the  the  cutting  edge."  Th 

Christian  tradition,  during  a  Postmodernism  defines  being 
new  reformation,  a  postmodern  itself  by  what  it  isn't,  he  said,  work 
reformation.  We  are  called  to  be  "It  is  a  deconstruction  of  the  becai 
reformation  leaders.  modem  culture.  It  is  saying  speal 

"The  only  comparable  time  why  the  modem  culture  isn't  way, 
in  the  history  of  tne  Christian  working  anymore."  there 

church  was  during  the  first  The  tragedy  of  the  modem  "T 
century  when  the  culture  church,  according  to  Sweet,  is  are  n 
moved  from  the  oral  word  to  that  the  church  nas  made  its  our  t 


SBC  to  remain  part  of  Baptist  World  Alliance 


The  BWA  study  committee  "met  on  sev-  of  the  organization,  the  report  continued, 
eral  occasions"  with  Baptist  World  Alliance  "Without  reservation,  tne  committee 
leaders,  Morris  Chapman,  Executive  affirms  Southern  Baptists  need  to  relate  to 
Committee  president  and  chief  executive  Baptists  of  the  world  and  strongly  desire 
officer,  reported  Feb.  17.  that  this  may  be  facilitated  in  part  through 

The  study  committee's  written  report  participation  in  the  Baptist  World  Alliance, 
listed  three  "observations"  from  discus-  Good  stewardship  requires  the  Southern 
sions  with  BWA  leaders:  Baptist  Convention  continually  to  evaluate 

■  BWA  personnel  "affirmed  a  definite  and  assess  supporting  relationships  with 
commitment  to  historic  Baptist  theology,  non-SBC  organizations." 
particularly  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Bible,  the  :  1  - — - - 

lyrist,  evangelism,  Proposed  2-day  SBC  meeting] 

and  missions,"  the  '  ^  Map-  .• 

CT Th^Bw^s  con-  heads  to  Salt  Lake  messengers 

stitution  lists  the 

organization  s  objec-  NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  As  early  as  next  yean,  a  two-day 
tive  as,  "To  act  as  an  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  could  replace  the 
agency  for  the  expres-  current  two-and-a-half-day  sessions,  if  messengers  to  the  June 
sion  of  biblical  faith  9-11  SBC  annual  meeting  approve  an  amendment  to  the  con- 

and  historically  dis-  I  vention's  bylaws. 

I 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (ABP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  will 
not  pull  out  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
(BWA),  reported  a  committee  named  to 
investigate  charges  of  liberalism  within  the 
worldwide  Baptist  fellowship. 

Based  on  "good  faith  discussions"  with 
BWA  leaders,  the  study  committee  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  SBC  continue  to  fund  the 
organization  while  calling  for  "ongoing 
review"  of  the  relationship. 

At  the  study  committee's  recommenda¬ 
tion,  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
approved  $425,000  in  funding  for  the  BWA 
in  1996-97,  an  increase  from  the  $417,838 
budgeted  this  year.  The  budget,  however, 
moves  the  BWA  from  a  percentage  alloca¬ 
tion  of  the  SBC's  unified  budget  to  a  flat 
dollar  amount. 

Executive  Committee  chairman  James 
Merritt  appointed  an  ad  hoc  committee  last 
fall,  at  the  request  of  the  convention's  pres¬ 
ident,  Oklahoma  pastor  Tom  Ellin,  to 
"evaluate  the  relationship"  between  the 
SBC  and  BWA. 

Prompting  the  study  were  "concerns 
and  questions"  raised  by  Southern  Baptists 
about  the  BWA,  according  to  a  one-page 
written  report  of  the  study  committee. 
Those  concerns  reportedly  included  anec¬ 
dotes  of  liberal  theology  being  espoused  at 
BWA  meetings  and  a  perception  that  some 
member  groups  are  not  evangelistic. 

In  announcing  the  committee's  forma¬ 
tion  last  September,  SBC  president  Elliff 
said  "questions  have  arisen  regarding  per¬ 
ceived  changes  in  the  mission,  focus  and 
doctrinal  positions  of  the  BWA." 
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Record  $155  million  SBC  budget  proposed 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  record 
$155  million  Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
Allocation  Budget  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  for  1998-99  will  be  rec¬ 
ommended  to  messengers  at  the  June 
annual  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Although  a  record  $155  million,  com¬ 
pared  to  this  year's  $148  million,  the  pro¬ 
posed  budget  is  nearly  a  mirror  in  percent¬ 
ages  to  this  year.  The  proposal  was 
approved  by  the  SBC's  Executive 
Committee  in  its  Feb.  16-17  meeting  in 
Nashville. 

As  in  last  year's  budget,  the 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  would 
receive  50%,  or  $77.5  million,  while  the 
North  American  Mission  Board  would 
receive  22.79%,  or  $35.3  million. 

The  two  mission  boards  received  $74 
million  and  $33.7  million,  respectively,  in 
last  year's  basic  budget  with  the  same  per¬ 
centages. 

The  CP  Allocation  Budget  is  the  method 
by  which  Cooperative  Program  receipts  are 
distributed  each  year  to  11  SBC  entities. 
The  Sunday  School  Board  receives  no  CP 
funding,  nor  does  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  an  auxiliary  of  the  SBC. 

A  proposal  to  change  the  process  of 
developing  an  SBC  CP  budget  came  to  the 
first  plenary  session  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  Feb.  16,  but  a  vote  was  delayed 
while  further  discussions  were  held. 

Later,  the  proposal,  which  would 
require  a  three-year  basic  budget  with  spe¬ 
cial  mission  initiatives  for  any  funds 
received  over  the  basic  budget,  was  debat¬ 
ed  at  the  last  Executive  Committee  (EC) 
session  with  a  final  vote  postponed  until 
the  February  1999  meeting. 

Although  the  six  SBC  seminaries  togeth¬ 
er  will  receive  the  same  percentage  in  the 
1998-99  budget  —  21.64%  —  the  distribu¬ 
tion  to  each  seminary  will  be  slightly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  last  year. 

The  seminaries  will  receive  $33.5  mil¬ 
lion,  which  will  be  distributed  to  the  sue 
according  to  a  special  formula  based  on 
average  full-time  enrollments  and  other 
considerations. 


Southwestern  Seminary  willreceive  $9.4 
million  or  6.1%!  ($8.9  million  6.06%  in 
1997-98);  Southern  Seminary,  $6.3  million 
or  4,09%  ($6,4  million  on  4.33%);  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  $6.1  million;,  or  3.96% 
($5.9  million ,,  or.  4.01  %)>  Southeastern 
Seminary,  $5.4  million  or  3.48%  ($4.7  mil¬ 
lion  or  3.19%);  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  $3.1 
million  or  1.99%  ($2.9  million  or  1.97%); 
and  Midwestern  Seminary  will  receive  $2.7 
million  or  1.77%  ($2.7  million  or  1.84%). 

The  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  will  receive  $2.3  million  or 
1.49%  in  the  proposed  budget  compared  to 
thisyear  of  $2.2  million,  also  1.49%. 

The  Annuity  Board  will  receive  about 
$1.2  million,  .76%,  while  the  SBC 
Operating  Budget  will  receive  about  $5.1 
million,  3.32%.  Those  two  facilitating  min¬ 
istries  of  the  SBC  received  about  $1.1  mil¬ 
lion  and  $4.9  million,  respectively,  in  this 
year's  budget. 

As  in  recent  years,  the  proposed  budget 
also  includes  a  Capital  Needs  Budget.  All 
receipts  over  the  basic  Cooperative 
Program  Allocation  Budget  are  allocated 
equally  to  the  Capital  Needs  Budget  and 
Program  Advance  (using  the  basic  oudget 
distribution  model). 

The  SBC  Capital  Needs  Budget  has  been 
scheduled  over  a  10-year  period,  1990-91 
through  1999-2000,  with  capital  needs 
funds  distributed  annually  on  a  percentage 
basis.  It  represents  an  extension  of  the 
Capital  Needs  Budget  first  adopted  for  the 
period  1984-88. 

In  the  proposed  Capital  Needs  Budget, 
the  North  American  Mission  Board  would 
receive  $1.70  million  or  19.31%;  Golden 
Gate  Seminary,  $1.02  million  or  11.52%; 
Midwestern  Seminary,  $1.08  million  or 
12.27%;  New  Orleans  Seminary,  $1.23  mil¬ 
lion  or  14.89%;  Southeastern  Seminary, 
$892,314  or  10.08%;  Southern  Seminary, 
$1.33  million  or  15.04%;  and  Southwestern 
Seminary,  $1.58  million  or  17.89%. 

Changing  the  process  in  how  the  SBC 
CP  Allocation  Budget  is  created  has  been 
discussed  informally  by  the  EC  for  years. 

At  the  February  199/  EC  meeting,  a  spe¬ 


cial  Budget  Process  Study  Committee  was 
created  to  look  at  the  process  which  basically 
has  the  individual  SBC  entities  make  annual 
appeals  before  the  Cooperative  Program 
Subcommittee  which  then  develops  a  budget 
for  EC  and,  eventually,  SBC  approval. 

When  the  study  committee  revealed  its 
recommendations  a  year  later,  at  the  1998 
Executive  Committee  meeting,  some  reser¬ 
vations  were  expressed  by  seminary  presi¬ 
dents.  The  recommendations  would 
require  a  three-year  basic  budget,  with 
Cooperative  Program  Subcommittee  mem¬ 
bers  evaluating  the  yearly  progress  of  the 
SBC  entities  on  goals  and  objectives. 

The  study  committee  also  recommend¬ 
ed  any  funds  received  over  the  basic  bud- 

f;et  go  into  a  pool  called  Special  Mission 
initiatives  (SMl). 

How  that  fund  would  be  distributed 
would  follow  a  process  of  suggestions  by 
the  Inter-Agency  Council  (executives  of  all 
SBC  entities)  given  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  Subcommittee  in  February  follow¬ 
ing  the  end  of  the  SBC  fiscal  year.  Sept.  30. 

However,  discussions  during  the  two- 
day  Executive  Committee  meeting  revealed 
concerns  by  the  seminary  presidents  in  the 
loss  of  the  capital  needs  budget  after  the 
year  2000  and  whether  the  seminaries 
would  be  able  to  fit  into  a  Special  Missions 
Initiative  proposal  in  future  years. 

When  the  Budget  Process  Study 
Committee  introduced  its  recommenda¬ 
tions  at  the  first  session  of  the  EC,  Blaine  S. 
Barber,  a  Petoskey,  Mich.,  pastor,  asked  for 
more  time  for  EC  members  to  study  the 
proposal. 

When  it  was  brought  back  to  the  floor 
the  next  day,  some  EC  members  expressed 
both  concern  about  the  recommendation 
and  confusion  about  its  content  while  oth¬ 
ers  defended  the  proposal  as  timely,  cre¬ 
ative  and  effective. 

Eventually,  John  Robbins,  a  Grand 
Junction,  Colo.,  pastor,  moved  to  postpone 
the  vote  on  the  proposal  until  the  February 
1999  EC  meeting.  His  motion  was 
approved  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  81- 
member  group  but  with  some  opposition. 


IMB  staffers  to 
get  time  off  for 
missions  work 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
They  answer  phones,  file 
records,  and  perform  countless 
other  tasks  every  day  to  support 
missions  around  the  world,  but 
employees  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  will  have  an  even 
greater  opportunity  to  partic¬ 
ipate  personally  in  missions  — 
thanks  to  a  new  program 
designed  to  encourage  staff  to 
serve  as  volunteers  overseas. 

IMB  employees  participating 
in  approved  volunteer  missions 
projects  may  receive  $200  and 
one  day  of  paid  leave  —  up  to 
a  total  of  $1,000  and  five  days 
—  for  each  full  year  of  board 
service  after  1 992. 

IMB  employs  about  460 
full-time  and  regular  part-time 
workers  at  its  Richmond  offices 
and  the  Missionary  Learning 
Center  in  nearby  Rockville,  Va. 
Nearly  400  of  them  have  at 
least  one  year  of  continuous 
employment,  the  minimum 
required  for  receiving  volun¬ 
teer  aid.  About  270  have 
worked  at  the  board  for  at  least 
five  years  and  are  eligible  to 
apply  for  the  maximum  $  1 ,000 
in  aid  and  five  days'  leave. 


Promise  Keepers  to  lay  off  entire  staff 

DENVER  (BP)  —  Promise  ' More  than  2.6  million  men  in  Denver  in  the  face  of  the  lay- 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  O.S.  Hawkins,  president  of  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  has  named  one  vet¬ 
eran  officer  and  one  new  employee  for  two  of  the  top  manage¬ 
ment  positions  at  the  board. 

He  told  staff  Feb.  18  he  has  chosen  John  R.  Jones,  44,  senior 
vice  president  and  executive  officer  for  investment  services,  to 
become  executive  vice  president-chief  operating  officer,  suc¬ 
ceeding  W.  Gordon  Hobgood  Jr.,  who  is  retiring  March  1  after 
10  years  as  chief  operating  officer. 

Hawkins  said  Rodric  E.  Cummins,  40,  will  succeed  Jones  in 
investments.  Cummins  currently  is  senior  vice  president  and 
chief  investment  officer  for  the  Baptist  Foundation  of  Texas. 

Another  vacancy  in  administration  occurred  earlier  in 
February  with  the  resignation  of  James  T.  Herod,  general  coun¬ 
sel  and  executive  officer  for  marketing,  legal  and  actuarial  ser¬ 
vices,  who,  coincidentally,  went  to  the  Baptist  Foundation  of 
Texas  as  senior  vice  president  and  chief  administrative  officer. 

Hawkins  said  other  organizational  changes  and  personnel 
appointments  will  be  announced  in  the  nexttew  months. 

Hobgood  and  Paul  W.  Powell,  former  president  of  the 
Annuity  Board,  advised  trustees  in  November  19%  to  begin 
considering  a  transition  of  leadership,  observing  both  men  were 
nearing  the  age  of  65  when  both  planned  to  retire. 

Early  in  1997,  Powell  offered  to  step  aside  to  allow  election  of 
a  new  president  who  could  then  begin  to  build  his  own  team  of 
leaders,  beginning  with  a  choice  of  Hobgood's  successor. 
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College  (Williams),  Southwest 
Baptist  College,  and  Southern 


Names  in  the  News 


Jerry  B. 

Gray,  49,  of 
Amarillo, 

J: — 1 


Seminary.  He  pastored  church¬ 
es  in  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  and 
Louisiana.  He  also  served  as 
director  of  missions  for  the 
Riverside  and  Tallahatchie 
associations  in  Mississippi.  In 
Amarillo,  he  was  a  chaplain  at 


m  I 


■  m  ns  u  rrnT»  irTZTrrrsi  z  rr 


Fortune  upon  her  retirement  as  church  treasurer  with  a  recep-  Survivors  include  wife  Annetta; 
tion  on  Feb.  1.  She  has  been  the  only  treasurer  the  church  has  daughters,  Kristetta  Miller, 

had  since  it  was  organized  in  1955.  Fortune  was  presented  a  Pineville,  La.,  and  Rebekah  Steele  Church,  Forest,  recently  ordained  brothers  as  deacons, 

plaque,  crystal  bowl,  and  a  monetary  gift.  Pictured  with  Fortune  Gray,  Plain-view,  Texas;  and  son.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Keith  Warren;  John  Boggan,  pastor;  and 


is  j.  T.  Laird,  pastor 


Gary  Gray,  Amarillo,  Texas; 


Kenneth  Warren. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Clarke  Venable  Memorial  Highland  I  ^ 
Church,  Decatur,  will  have  two  Colony 
Sunday  morning  worship  ser-  Church, 
vices  beginning  on  March  1.  Ridge  land, 

The  schedule  is  worship,  9  will  host  the  jfcyy 

a.m.;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  annual  meet-  ^  *  -  -* 

and  worship,  11  a.m.  David  ing  of  the  W  -  j 

Grumbach  is  pastor.  Agricultural 

Southern  Hills  Church,  Foundation 
Jackson,  recently  dedicated  a  (AMF)  on  2ilei 

remodeled  choir  room  and  music  Feb.  27,  10 
study.  A  Kawai  console  piano  a.m.-2  p.m.  James  H.  Ziler  (pic- 
was  donated  to  the  church,  tured),  agricultural  evangelist, 
Curtis  Alston  is  minister  of 
music.  Ralph  Buckley  is  pastor. 


has  kept  the  myriad  of  financial 
details  of  the  Rural  Life  Center 
straight.  "They  probably  have 
reached  more  people  for  Christ 
than  any  other  missionary  cou¬ 
ple  in  Asia,"  said  Gene  A.  Triggs, 
chairman,  AMF. 


Homecomings 

Holly  Springs,  Lincoln 
County:  March  1  5;  services,  1 1 
a.m.;  covered  dish  luncheon 
served;  business  meeting,  1 
p.m.;  special  music,  1 :15  p.m., 
featuring  Obadiah;  Harold 
McClendon,  speaker;  Michael 
Branson,  music. 


Goodwater  Church,  Magee, 

will  dedicate  its  new  sanctuary 
and  celebrate  110th  anniver¬ 
sary  at  2  p.m.,  April  19,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  reception. 

will  be  one  of  the  speakers  on  Bayou  View  Church, 
program.  Ziler  has  been  reaching  Gulfport,  will  start  two  disci- 

a  Haitians  for  pleship  training  classes  for 
Christ  since  1933.  adults  on  March  1  at  5  p.m. 
He  has  used  "Experiencing  God"  will  be  a 
"Wells  of  13-week  course.  "Learning  to 

Salvation"  Isaiah  Share  my  Faith"  is  a  6-week 
12:3  as  means  of  course.  During  the  month  of 
showing  love  and  March,  the  church  will  also 
concern  and  to  conduct  "Light  your  World'' 
gain  the  confi-  Sunday  School'  attendance 

aence  of  those  he  campaign.  The  church  held  a 
_ wanted  to  reach,  special  study  on- the  missions 

^Over  300,000  ministries  work  along  the 

receive  water  Mississippi  Rivet-  during  the 

from  more  than  evening  worship  service  on 
400  wells  he 
helped  drill.  Also, 
on  program  will 
be  Harold  and 
_ Joyce  Watson. 

ated  its  100th  \?aro\d  ,Wak°n 
et)  was  present  has  developed  a 

ited  her  1 03th  P  r  a  c  1  1  c  a  1 
h,  7th,  and  8th  Experiment  sta- 

ured  (from  left,  . .  m  .  die 
in;  (back  row)  f  ^ 1  1 P  P 1  n  ®  s  • 

rictv  Mivnn  JOVCe,  hlS  Wife, 


Bryan  Smith  was  baptized  on 
Dec.  21  at  Mt.  Vernon  Church, 
Eupora.  He  is  the  son  of  Billy 
and  Pam  Salley  of  Eupora. 
Pictured  with  Smith  is  Tony 
Faulk,  pastor. 


The  Miracles  of  the 
Baddour  Center  will  lead  in 
worship  through  inspira¬ 
tional  music  and  testimony  at 
Eastside  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  March  1  at  11 
a.m.  For  information,  call 
939-2433. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


White 


MS  Positions  Available 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


rAKl-TlME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  mation,  contact  Glenn  Davis,  PO  Box 
for  Adult  and  Youth  Choirs.  Send  368,  Sumrall,  MS  39482;  home 
resumes  to  Ronnie  Clark,  Ruleville  phone:  (601)  758-4589  work  phone: 
Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  187,  (601)758-4738. 

RuleviNe,  MS  38771  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN'S  MINISTER: 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/  SR.  Gunter  Roatf  Baptist  Church.  If  you 
DUIT  MINISTER:  Send  resume  to  are  interested  in  this  bi-vocational 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  or  student  position,  please  send 
io~in  ^  ^°X  Aberdeen,  MS  your  resume  to:  Gunter  Road 

Baptist  Church,  1220  Gunter  Rd., 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Lamar  Christian  Florence,  MS  39073.  or  call  (601) 
School,  which  is  owned  and  operated  932-4134. 

by  the  Lamar  County  Baptist  PIANIST  needed  for  Baptist  church  in 
Association,  Purvis,  MS.  To  request  an  Florence,  MS.  For  information  call 
application  form  or  for  further  infor-  jimmy  McCaleb  at  (601)  932-4134. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


*  C ushiorus  *  Baptistries 

*  Steeples  *  Renovation 

*  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  whatygu^ar  whispgn^io^/our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


For  Director  of  Missions 
Program  Interpretation;  Camp 
Garaywa;  sponsored  by  MEAA. 
Pray  for  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  as  it  sponsors  and  pro¬ 
motes  mission  activities  and 
events  that  appeal  to  all  ages 
and  intereg^V 


For  Youth  Bible  Study  Forum, 
FBC,  Gulfport;  sponsored  by 
the  Sunday  School 
Department.  For  State  Youth 
Four-part  Music  Festival,  Alta 
Woods  BC,  lackson;  sponsored 
by  the  Church  Music 
DepartrrrffffW  ~ 


'Prayer  is  the  surest  remedy  against  the  be\7il  anb  besetting  sins.  'That  sin  Will 
ne\7er  stanb  firm  Whfch  is  heartily  prayeb  against.  'That  beVil  Will  neVer  Long  keep 
bominion  o\Jer  us  Which  We  beseech  the  £orb  to  cast  forth,  'but  then  We  must 
spreab  out  ail  our  case  before  our  heavenly  'Physician,  if  he  is  to  gWe  us  baily 
relief.’  -  Call  to  'Prayer  by  J.C.  "Pyle 


For  Young  Ringers  Festival; 
Park  Place  BC,  Pearl;  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Church  Music 
Department.  Pray  that  strong, 
effective  witness  will  develop 
in  every  camp,  village,  town 
and  city  iffTSk^Vest  Bank. 


Russell  and  Melinda  Kyzar,  Baptist 
representatives  in  Russia  who  are 
from  Mississippi,  write  that  '...the 
church-planting  group  in  the 
Lyublino  area  of  Moscow  was 
denied  permission  to  continue  show¬ 
ing  the  Jesus'  film  after  two  Sundays 
in  January.  their  leader  that 

God  would  JaMim  to  the  right  per¬ 
son  who  willwperVjp  a  meeting 
place  to  begimMnhip  services. 


Pray  that  God  will  call  more 
missionaries  to  Cebu  City, 
Philippines,  to  share  the  gospel 
in  that  strategic  and  spiritually 
needy  place. 


Baptist  representative  Bob 
Worley,  who  serves  as  a 
church  planter  in  Sarajevo, 
Bosnia,  says  that  the  need  for 
the  gospel  there  is  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  He  requests  us  to  pray  that 
God  will  giv^Rm  wisdom  to 
know  where  todsus  their 
efforts  and  th%|  ttj  Holy  Spirit 
will  move  in  powerful  way. 


Pray  for  Walvis  Bay  Baptist 
Church  and  Nomtsoub  Baptist 
Church  in  Namibia  as  they 
seek  godly  pastors  to  lead  their 
congregations.  Pray  that  the 
Lord  will  raise  up  evangelistic 
ministries  to  rafh  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  junior  ygh  and  high 
school  studwIHW  Taipei, 
Taiwan. 


Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions  and  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  (WMU  empha¬ 
sis).  Pray  that  Baptists  will  make 
a  great  effort  to  provide  min¬ 
istries,  strengthen  existing 
churches  arid  to  yart  new  ones 
along  the  MissifApi  River 
which  snakes  its  way  through 
III.,  Mo.,  Ky.,  Arkl  Tenn.,  Miss, 
and  La. 


Pray  for  the  82  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
retirees  and  their  spouses.  Pray 
for  their  health  and  ministries 
during  the  years  of  retirement. 

At  least  92%  of  the  Native 
American  popuMpn  has  not 
been  reached  witiwhe  gospel  of 
Christ.  Pray  iaUfM  Lord  to  raise 
up  laborers  to amonR 
Native  American  people. 


For  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
Preview;  Blue  Mountain 
College;  sponsored  by  the 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department.  Give 
thanks  for  the  saj^mval  of 
mission Kis  aid  Shelly 
Riggs,  wtvfwill^ork  with  the 


Arrests  and  fines  of  Christian 
leaders  continue  unabated  in 
Vietnam,  as  does  the  confisca¬ 
tion  of  Bibles  and  other 
material.  Not  only  small  house 
churches  b«£  als^arge  move¬ 
ments  are^KectMsuch  as  the 
church  asssiatka  of  Pastor  Ai 
which  has  ®,00<|members 


For  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
Preview;  William  Carey 
College;  sponsored  by  the 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department.  Give 
thanks  to  Godigtthe  70  pe< 
who  were  bafhzAJ  by  FBC 
Santa  Cruz,  Bshn,  in  the  I. 
two  months. 


For  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
Preview;  Mississippi  College; 
sponsored  by  the  Discipleship 
and  Family  Ministry 
Department.  Pray  that  the 
Mexican  Butist  Theological 
SeminaryJJ<te*c3fcitycan 


Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday 
School  (Sunday  School 
Emphasis).  Praise  God  for  the 
409,366  Bibles  and  new 
Testaments  distributed  in 
Canada  by  the  Ggdeons  during 
1996-97.  fj 


Fulani 


Mississippi 
Baptist  Secretaries 
Conference 


April  13-14, 1998 
Camp  Garaywa 
Clinton,  Miss. 


Bee  on  the  watch  for  a 
registration  brochure  that 
is  going  to  be  sent  out  the 
first  week  in  March. 


Smaller  Church  Sunday  School  anb  'Discipleship  "Training 

Leadership  'Training  Conferences 

7-9  p.m. 


March  23 

FBC,  Lyman,  and 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Greenville 


Locations 


This  year  the  Sunday  School  Department 
and  the  Discipleship  Training  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  have  teamed  up  to 
provide  training  especially  for  the  unique 
needs  of  the  smaller  church.  We  will  be 
discovering  together  how  the  Sunday 
School  and  Discipleship  ministries  of  your 
church  work  together  to  accomplish  the 
Great  Commission.  We  will  also  provide 
training  from  7  to  9  p.m.  in  how  to  teach 
your  age  group  and  how  to  handle  those 
unique  needs  of  the  smaller  church.  No 
registration  is  required.  Conferences  will  be 
provided  in  each  of  the  following  groups: 


March  24 

Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Newton,  and 
Oakhurst  Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale 


► ' Preschool  Leakers  (55/ '0T) 

^  Childrens  Leakers  (55/ '0T) 


\Toutk  Leakers  (55/'OT) 


lAkult  55  Leakers 
'Of  Leakers 


1 55  general  pfficers 
►'Of  Qeneral  Officers 


j 


The  following  is  a  listing  of  contributions 
made  to  the  Lord's  work  which  were 
processed  through  the  Business  Office  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
from  January  1, 1997  through  December 
31,1 997.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  the  amounts  reported  for  your 
church,  please  contact  the  Business 
Office  at  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 . 


PROGRAM 


FBC  NATCHEZ 

IMMANUEL 

MORGANTOWN 

NEW  HOPE 

PARKWAY 

SPRINGFIELD 

STANTON 

WASHINGTON 

TOTAL 


pikxBam 


16640  83 
1341.77 
80758  35 
13158  18 
20829  08 
967.17 
54645.71 
3511.20 
10269.69 
19988  bj 
243197:69 


4841.1 


,  CHAPEL 

Rick 

1JTH  FIRST 
„  TY  HILL 
LONE  OAK 
LOVE JOY 
NORTH  CORINTH 
OAKLAND  ' 

RIENZI  1 

SHILOH 

SOUTH  CORINTH 
TATE  > 

TISHOMINGO  CHAPEL 
TUSCUMBIA 
UNION 
UNITY 

WEST  CORINTH  I 
WHEELER  CROVE  ,4114 
TOTAL  WT741 

ATTALA 

•ASSOCIATION 
BEAR  CREEK 
BEREA 
BOWLIN 
CARSON  RIDGE 
COUNTY  LINE 
DOTY  SPRINGS 
EBENEZER 
EDGEFIELD 
ETHEL 

FBC  KOSCIUSKO  1 
HURRICANE 
IERUSALEM 
MCADAMS 
ML  COOL 
NEW  SALEM 
PARKWAY 
PEELER  MEMORIAL 
PILGRIMS  REST 


UNITY 
WILLIAMSV1LLE 
YOCKANOOKANY 


l-TIPPAH 

'CATION 
tMY 

_ ND 

BLUFF  SPRINGS 
CANAAN 


CONCORD 

DRYCREEK 

DUMAS 

FAITH 

FALKNER 

FBC  HICKORY  FLAT 

FBC  RIPLEY  1 

FELLOWSHIP 

FLAT  ROCK 

HAMILTON 

HARMONY 

LEBANON 

LOWREY  MEMORIAL 
MACEDONIA 
MT  HEBRON 
MT  OLIVE 
NEW  HOPE 
NORTH  RIPLEY 
OAKLAND 
~  LMER 


9 m 


OWN 


LTA 

CIATION 


nil 


00 

8370  46 
491.09 
163600 


00 


OTHER 


1968.17 

,117022 

2031.59 

253221.77 

8077.00 

14019.50 

644.78 

21933.29 

1659.30 

9124.55 


4850.6, 
6067.75 
100.00 
5973.55 
3047  36 
657.68 

5482.78 
3750.68 

52769.70 
9576.00 

3050.79 
8043.58 
1143.34 

2766.98 
1555.95 
3901 .91 

.00 
400.00 
1300  00 
800.00 

36293.70 
19271.0, 

6387.84 

1181.25 

54192.47 

2197.43 

2846.99 

3668.94 

2592.95 
1,381  04 
12020,30 

26737238 


3295.00 
120.00 
3088  00 
54.00 
135.00 
3259.00 
634  37 
720  00 
151.00 
6022  00 
58106.07 
648.66 
2743  82 
12609  43 
6985.12 
738.33 
20620.03 
568.00 
2462.08 
80.00 
8800.16 
2005.32 

8819.50 
5515.02 

1698.50 
23694.97 

3066.94 


1920  26 
6457  70 


TOTAL 


8715.08 

8742.31 

324% 

,08,5.43 

3827.36 
,016.37 

,5241.89 
7650.57 
156129.30 
24166.00 
,4024.01 
12341.4, 
2821 .73 
3989.43 
31,3.00 
8699.61 
,101.00 
400.00 
1800.00 
800.00 
85016.59 
30107  29 
14729.81 
1203.4, 
,33009  35 
5083.27 
4800.65 

7790.37 
4041.71 

24350.63 

53167.93 

64902047 


3295.00 
240.00 
4804.00 
162.00 
166  00 
6211  00 
634.37 
1360.00 
584.00 
14436.00 
,76792.44 
,116.99 
4174.54 
21880.70 
15840.41 
1451.66 
35686.90 
871.00 
4441  91 
93.40 
14417  63 
3527.40 
19946  50 
,0756.93 
3397.00 
437%  48 
478,  98 


3303.00 
743095 
32618.00 
3467  53 
1700  59 
5653.00 
327849 


75.00 

75.00 

5,91  26 

1356,  .72 

1421  54 

,9,2.63 

1936  00 

3572  00 

875  00 

,375  00 

8006.76 

7038  3 
6292  f 


’4234  98 


165349.01 

82164.97 

TO 

10420  00 


OTHER 


-  CIATION 
CK  HAWK 
CALVARY 
CARROLLTON 
CENTERVILLE 

HARMONY 

HICKORY  GROVE 

LIBERTY 

MALMA1SON 

MCCARLEY 

MT  OLIVE 

MTPISGAH 

NEW  BETHEL 

NORTH  CARROLLTON 

PROVIDENCE 

SHILOH 

VAIDEN 

VALLEY  HILL 

TOTAL 

CHICKASAW 

AMITY 

ARBOR  GROVE 
BETHEL 
CARNATION 
FBC  HOULKA 
FBC  HOUSTON 
FBC  OKOlpNA 
FBC  WOODLAND 
FELLOWSHIP 
MCCONDY 
MT  OLIVE 
NEW  PROSPECT 
PARKWAY 
PLEASANT  GROVE 
PLEASANT  RIDGE 
SCHOONER  VALLEY 
SHILOH 
VAN  VLEET 
TOTAL 

CHOCTAW 
ACKERMAN 
BETHLEHEM 
BLUFF  SPRINGS 
BLYTHE  CREEK 
CHESTER 
- CORD 


1158.69 

3791.71 

5691.41 
2783.3, 

13545.66 
99938.89 
34542  00 

2688.41 
.00 
.00 

765.00 
410.00 
,4208.69 
,731.7, 
5000  00 
,82.46 
2387.57 
2027.00 
190852.51 


26305.11 
285.00 
375.00 
4242.00 
16,57.41 
1434.72 
125.00 
1022.71 
5094.25 
1855.00 
2271  24 
3178.00 

2159  37 
2080  79 


11506.62 

89227.76 


CLARKE 

ANTIOCH 
BUCATUNNA 
CALVARY 
CENTER  RIDGE 
DESOTO 

EAST  PLEASANT  GROVE 
ELIM 

ENTERPRISE 
FBC  QUITMAN 
FBC  STONEWALL 
HARMONY 
HEBRON  RIEXIE 
HEPHZ18AH 
KNIGHTS  VALLEY 
MONT  ROSE 


.Inwup  CHAPEL 
OAK  GROVE 
PACHUTA 
PHALT1 
PINE  GROVE 
PINE  HILL 
PLEASANT  GROVE 
PLEASANT  HILL 
ROLLING  CREEK 
SHUBUTA 
SOUENLOVIE 
UNION  . 

TOTAL  t 

COPIAH 

ANTIOCH 

bethel,. 

COUNTY  LINE 

CUS _ 

►TALSPWNGS 
LILEE^^ 
LMAN 

TeV&vn 

_  40NY 
HIGHLAND 

OVIDCNCE 
I  ZION 
.  VALLEY 
MS  REST 
LUFF 

AR  SPRINGS 
KY  HILL 


GHOPE 

TENA 


3371.90 


1:85 


732.87 

1828.29 

4826.94 

100.00 

16578.91 

23453.16 

5700.55 

00 

2991.33 
6607.63 
11283.22 
235.00 
,23.00 
1,33.71 
30035.5, 
43,22.20 
11001  86 
300.00 
150.00 
241389 
1463.74 
2348.99 

6592.48 
300.00 

1,40.87 

4156.16 

5869.13 

725.00 

6806.22 

388.75 

60.00 

4401.43 

32.94 

7216.48 
4106  91 
,415.57 
2241.22 

649.64 
5856.46 
1645.37 
,  2148.00 

16) 
362.01 


100.00 

,546.80 

2728.57 

18545.65 

449.80 

388.00 

1625.00 

795.03 

2923.60 
4864  00 

736.00 

,1373.45 

47.3.61 
3,91.30 
6527.56 
3762.24 

923.00 

23712.36 


,109.68 
1739.17 
2795.72 
182.00 
4685  05 
8504.1, 
13616.30 
499.94 
262.00 
100  00 
685% 
295  00 
2409.00 
2990.62 
1182.00 
400.00 
4290  00 

45959  57 


,5243.76 
950.00 
1250  00 
4934.25 
8621  89 
1988.67 
150  00 
577.33 
5051.70 
1254.00 
5350  58 
00 

2833.22 
,0260  31 
2457.20 
1081.77 


n .  2342  SV 


830.00 
449  26 
22%., 0 
2021.07 
6,%.27 
129.00 
652  06 
1 7958  26 
1973,  53 
9786.35 
2240  05 
2924  12 
39, 1 .78 
545.75 
981  52 
4278.73 
.00 

mi 

399.86 
4253  30 
2329  00 
800.00 
,1249% 
2,00.00 
1938  98 


732.87 
3271.97 
93%.88 
100  00 
27444.16 
45335.62 
8344  60 

1721.87 
5500  06 

10308  43 
45944.74 
530  00 
1503.00 
3268.24 
93589.49 
101046.20 
38834.02 
400.00 
150.00 
4706.66 

3228.87 
5667.44 

,8774.73 

60000 

2370.72 

6782.15 

7929.55 
1673.00 

12259.11 

2332.55 
180.00 

,1,43.71 
,09.80 
14,34.76 
7584.39 
2283.49 
3242.1 1 
2,83.48 
,4641.13 

2507.81 

3295.82 
2,375.27 

44,,.% 


362.01  434.01 

sm  55*m 


1000.00 
2585  10 

4435.54 
6355093 

2264.37 
388.00 
2625.00 
1505  06 
5468.10 
9071.00 
2503.00 
23000.03 
10934.11 

5160.54 
13955.56 

8848.42 

2287.00 

37703.46 


* 


4, 

1782Z-Z5- 

8267484 


2268.37 
5530.88 
8487.13 
2%5.3, 
18230.71 
100443.00 
48158  30 
3188.35 
262.00 
100  00 
1450% 
705.00 
16617.69 
4722.33 
6182.00 
582.46 
6677.57 
2240.00 
236812.08 


41548.87 
1235.00 
1625.00 
9176.25 
24779.30 
3423.39 
27500 
1600.04 
10,45.95 
3109.00 
7621.82 
3,78.00 
4966  38 
,3956.91 
46,6.57 
3162.56 
looooo 

714B.T9 

29334-37 

,71902.60 


K  HILL 


__  UNARY 
SOCIETY  HILL 
UNION  NORTH 
UNION  SOUTH 
VICTORY 
WHITESAND 
WILLIAMSBURG 
WILLOW  GROVE 
TOTAL 

FRANKLIN 

•ASSOCIATION 
BUNKLEY 
CONCORD 
DAMASCUS 
EDDICETON 
FBC  BUDE 
HAMBURG 
HOPEWELL 
LUCIEN 

MCCALL  CREEK 
MEADVILLE 
MT  ZION 
NEW  HOPE 
NEW  SALEM 
O'ZION 

PLEASANT  VALLEY 

PROVIDENCE 

RAMAH 

ROXIE 

SAREPTA 

SILOAM 

SPRINGHILL 

UNION 

TOTAL 

GEORGE 

ACRICOLA 

BARTON 

BEXLEY 

FBC  BENNDALE 
FBC  LUCEDALE 
HERITAGE 
HILLCREST 
MIDWAY 
NORTHSIDE 
ROCKY  CREEK 
SHADY  GROVE 
SbUTHSjDE 
VERNAL 
TOTAL 

CRONE 

ANTIOCH 

AVERA 

CEDAR  GROVE 
EAST  SALEM 
FBC  LEAKESVILLE 
FBC  MCLAIN 
FBC  SAND  HILL 
FELLOWSHIP 
jOHNSON  CREEK 

MOHOBA  MISSION 
NEELY 
NEW  HOPE 
NEW  LIFE 
PtAVE 
PINElEVEL 
PLEASANT  HILL 
UNITY 

WEST  SALEM 

TOTAL 


2077.66 
5782.75 
67467.43 
6646.39 
12372.4, 
8083  00 
,1083.99 
100.00 


10.72 

7302.39 

4107.45 
10276.50 
46699.92 

5266.02 
8989.75 
14780  60 

6078.45 
297.00 

7704.% 


TOTAL 

3950.80 
,1913.3, 
21,69.42 
6138.58 
61,5.50 
25331 .98 
5185.68 

7005.47 
4%39.36 
,2513.3, 

4248.00 

5819.13 

341000 

3607.47 
,3036.97 

5746.89 

5522.00 

15358.84 

6185.11 

16059.25 

114167.35 

12112.41 
21362.16 
22863.60 
17162.44 

397.00 

20361.42 


PROG&M 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


2779.04 

3)870.62 

2954.07 

3433.9, 

2637.20 

,6521.07 

2143.53 

1 770  60 

54,6.24 
48391.69 
5097.60 
_ 4704.51 

.00 

672.48 

1784.63 

4291.00 

2326.00 

18125.05 

4303.10 

2421.13 

40,5.26 

564.07 

24334.10 

4104.61 

960.70 

26,0.27 

2706.18 
393.10 

4544.18 
1800.00 

12739.95 
44%.  19 
8014.55 
,273.30 


43.00 
250.00 
1207  00 
1030.00 
.00 
3858.12 
1863.15 
224500 
4781.00 
500.00 
,6772.19 
632.74 
,20.34 
2424.75 
582.20 
62,  10 
6119.44 
,700.00 
3701.65 
2066.47 
6513.36 
578.85 


43.00 
922.48 
2991.63 
5321.00 
2326.00 
21983.17 
6166.25 
4666.13 
87%.26 
1064.07 
41106.29 
4737.35 
1081.04 
5035.02 
3288.38 
,014.20 
10663.62 
3500  00 
16441.60 
6564.66 
14527.91 
1852.15 


- 58«  iMS 


12508.99 

25448.19 

882.15 

928.61 

37250.33 

3077.81 

00 

628.00 

.00 

34375.92 

17386.91 

6543.06 


8262.43 

12391.29 

,195.00 

1006.49 

32242.08 

3437.86 

78.00 

786.00 

2827.58 

277%.03 

,1,26.99 

4538.08 


20771.42 

37839.48 

2077.15 

1935.10 

69492.41 

6515.67 

78.00 

14,4.00 

2827.58 

62171.95 

285,3.90 

,1081.14 


.  .1185-81  1451 .81  2557.62 

14013578  107, 3*64  54727542 


1980.16 
338.84 
10337.92 
355.38 
2428379 
5916.81 
17276.68 
1744.00 
1635  69 
2272.00 
836  50 
5540.00 
1663  50 
7670.59 
600  00 
1570.57 
2732.00 
6,95  81 

>im 


GULF, 

.00 
36395.88 
32753.85 
1784  02 
6031.26 
109%.  00 

23423.50 
2556.S8 
,745  10 
2071.23 

_ I  ROAD  00 

VAN  ROAD  5595  86 
DIAMONDHEAD  17406.04 
EAST  HOWARD  767.00 

EMMANUEL  1850.00 

•fWtWir . 1-375068 

FBC  BAY  ST  LOUIS 
FBC  BILOXI 
FBC  DELISLE 
FBC  GULFPORT 
FBC  LIZANA 
:  LONG  BEACH 
LYMAN 
MCHENRY 

MS  CITY  ■ 

,  PASS  CHRISTIAN  37100 
/ELAND  704.00 

4.644.50 
2103.67 
4119  00 

31786.42 
m  530.00 
EST  .00 
3543.44 


•ASsSoATION 
BAY  VISTA 
BAYOU  VIEW 
BAYSIDE  PARK  MSN 
BEL  AIRE 
- EL 


3016  94 
2685.49 
3874.7, 

7442.48 


3811  00 
21,8  23 
1,25.00 
921  91 
250.00 
780.17 

ms 

METRO 

'XWKKXK  116690.04 

"I  MEMORIAL  '320528 

19186  67 
370577  85 

LVARYCANTC 

36754.32 
,1454.07 
9,1.49 

*888* 


,736.2 


cov 


.00 


945.00 


945.00 


ARY  CANTON 

erWrrao"  f 


1587.56 
814.20 
7245.43 
699.30 
14849.73 
4850  69 
20819.20 
1162.00 
,856  59 
1  525  00 
1483  50 
1594.55 
2743.99 
6825.6, 
1560.00 
1,30.94 
1940  00 
3567.49 
6747.01 
8300279 


99.00 

8054.72 

9634.70 

786.78 

2655.75 
3641.12 
9572.44 

897% 
3348.86 
2.19,  .24 
740  65 
454.00 
3873.00 
791  00 
1550.00 

- 799.2S 

18275  38 
67068  01 
245  00 
68356.19 
1124  03 
37585.30 
6761 .97 
1568.00 
.00 
131.00 
1335.50 
179,9.08 
,327.85 

4125.75 
11390  95 

70.00 
50.00 
610.00 
1018.00 
28218.86 
102.86 
86300 
376  25 
950.00 
100.00 
,54.30 
22939.21 
22125.03 
224  00 
279364 
1466  90 
2087  66 
13754.92 
,333% 
,545.50 
2452  69 
3061  76 
5032  50 
,38,  .5, 
1888  00 
75T7.13 
650  00 
467.97 
268.93 
948.00 

4,JM 


81107.13 
4769  09 
,1707  5, 
3683.1, 

12180.36 
,5388,  44 

1725  ,8 
,561.12 

38887.37 
6870  84 


3567.72 
,153.04 
,7583.35 
,054.68 
39,33  52 
,0767.50 
38095.88 
2906.00 
3492.28 
3797.00 
232000 
7,34.55 
4407.49 
>44%.  20 
2,60.00 
270,  .5, 
4672.00 
9763.30 


90 


..,.87 

931.64 
38948  90 

sp 

®«ooo 


364§ 

,4ziS:§? 

M 

6302  8, 
,654.00 


07234.74 
21380  76 
2768.00 
767  42 
502.00 

2039.50 
59563  58 

343,  52 
8244.75 
43,77.37 
600.00 
5000 
4,53.44 

3443.66 
5,058.87 

1,63.69 
2833.00 
,757.70 
3665.0, 
,00.00 
453.48 
34006.35 
40088  56 
>448.50 
5279.32 
3834  37 

3287.66 
30,95  12 

4350  90 
4230  99 
6327.40 
,0504.24 

7862.50 
6369.98 
5699.00 
9635  36 
1775  00 
,389  88 

5,8.93 

,728.17 

,97797.17 
,7975.50 
,49,2.79 
8058.19 
3,367.03 
524459.29 
332483 
236,  ,2 
75621.69 

#:li 

941.64 

H3677  2  7 

2,04.00 


PALESTINL 
PARKHILL 
PARKWAY 
PINEVIEW 
POCAHONTAS 
RAYMOND 
RAYMONDROAD 
RIT 


TERRY  ROAD 


TRACE  RIDGE 
TWIN  LAKES 
UTTCA 

VANWINKLE 

WESTVIEW 

WILDWOOD 

WOODLAND  FULLS 

W0OtA«l£F«>n5 

WYNNDALE 

TOTAL 

HOLMES 

ANTIOCH 

BEULAH 

CALVARY 

CRUCER 

EBENEZER 

EMORY 

FBC  DURANT 

FBC  LEXINGTON 

FBCTCHULA 

HAR LANDS  CREEK 


23422  . 
702.0 
,346.3_ 
2486.92 
54851.0 
4430.72 
ROAD  4292.14 

3854.20 
2510.42 

49008.00 
12862.60 
10115.42 
42350.00 
34089.38 
,23038.37 
>80.00 
900000 

1231.20 
600.00 

12,00.00 
,550.04 
1,00.00 
22423.00 
13695.40 
20084.44 
52801.2, 
3509.00 
238,485 
64265.00 
48308  ,6 


2593.35 
,9%. 32 
488.06 
74,8.83 
950.00 
.00 

28526.84 

30302.76 

3969.04 

1480.00 

,9,9.00 

2898.48 

2735.93 

857.27 

7.3.28 
4274.92 


,327.61 

568.2, 

,263.06 

3645.00 

882.00 

555.00 

5484.60 

,0893.45 

38,8.85 

,546.00 

3800.00 

2290.19 

,925.00 

286.00 

10,3.28 


„  5892-22 

960, 9:67 


59,32.49 
>58829.97 
270.00 
>7283.90 
21)6.79 
929% 
2|5T7J9 

34607:00 
>7653.69 
28%5.84 
91,63.56 
8394.00 
40327.9, 
>03,77  69 
67550.89 


3920% 
2566.53 
1751.12 
1,063.83 
<832.00 
555.00 
340,1.44 
4,196.2, 
7787.89 
3026.00 
57,9.00 
5188.67 
4660.93 
1143.27 
,726  56 
5084  92 


HUMPHREYS 
BEULAH 
CALVARY 
EASTSIDE 
FBC  BELZONI 
FBC  ISOLA 
FBC  LOUISE 
GOODEN  LAKE 
SILVER  CITY 
TOTAL 


5427.40 
5452.75 
,3500  71 
22865.66 
9923.25 
,766.82 
3884.00 


4385.50 

2453.20 

,2005.29 

,44,0.25 

6710.53 

1,18.00 

2841.0 


98,2  90 
7905.95 
25506.00 
37275.9, 
,6633.78 
2884.82 
6725.00 

I MM 


ITAWAMBA 

ANTK3CH 

2,04.63 

,1,7.00 

3221.63 

BETHANY 

600.00 

.00 

600.00 

DORSEY 

,780.00 

792.00 

2572.00 

EVERGREEN 

8,3.84 

.00 

813.84 

FAIRV1EW 

.00 

1941. 89 

1941.89 

FBC  FULTON 

,34,5.47 

8646.04 

22061.51 

KIRKVILLE 

2901.33 

3282.85 

6184.18 

LAKELAND 
MORNING  VIEW 

1300.00 

25)6.85 

3816.85 

500.00 

1,70  00 

1670.00 

NEW  HOME 

3393.24 

,274.39 

4667.63 

POPLAR  SPRINGS 

1444.83 

2199.00 

3643.83 

PROVIDENCE 

2374.49 

928.15 

3302.64 

RIVERHILL 

61  72  58 

550.00 

6722.58 

SALEM 

53,7.45 

9859.53 

15176.98 

SHILOH 

17,5.08 

855.46 

2570.54 

TRINITY 

TOTAL 

8571.37 

437003 

mm 

IACKSQN 

'ASSOCIATION 
ARLINGTON  HGTS 
BELLE  FOUNTAIN 
BELLEHAVEN 
CALVARY 
CAMBRIDGE 
EAST  MOSS  POINT 
EASTLAWN 


EMMANUEL 
ESCATAWPA 
FBC  GAUTIER 
FBC  HELENA 

POINT 


FBC  VANCLEAVE 
YOU 


FORT  BAYC  _ 

FOUR  MILE  CREEK 
FRANKLIN  CREEK 
GRACEtAND 
GRIFFIN  STREET 
HURLEY 

INGALLS  AVENUE 
KREOLE  AVE 
LARUE 

LEMOYNE  BLVD 
LILLY  ORCHARD 
MAGNOLIA  _ 
MCCLELLAN  ROAD 
MIDWAY 
PARKWAY 
PINE  LAKE 
PROVIDENCE 
RED  CREEK  UNION 

«SeHE,ghts 

UNTTY 
WADE 

WOOOHAVEN 

TOTAL 

IASPER 

ANTIOCH 
BAY  SPRINGS 
BETHANY 
CALVARY 
CORINTH 
DECEDAR 
EDON 
ENON 
FBC  MOSS 

FEUCW5h/p” 


.00 

24706.40 

,9,33.88 

,020.61 

,2999.42 

6247.85 

6746.83 

2874.64 

>2444.19 

32439.75 

76320.75 
8667.00 

22858.19 
39996  00 
,438  85 
,26864.30. 
56191.59 
2288.9' 

2323.5 

9937.5  _ 
3735.75 
4815  54 

16,49.,, 
28367.63 
7084  48 
2743.52 

8455.58 
976.35 

>197.39 

2681.33 

2362.58 
6048.03 
5872.56 

275.00 

1080  50 
14436  10 

’2K 

27230.00 

6  ,\m 


3727.77 
52374.34 
,385.85 
>778.54 
675057 
.00 
,8462.77 
832.00 
,395.18 
,257  03 
5600.00 
569% 
5071.65 
45, 1  23 
4031.58 
1552  90 
21,0.70 


"Steass 


8058.95 
8,329  50 
2870  95 
3,5808 
23697  73 
200.00 
24466.39 
,739.00 
2395  ,4 
,557.03 
1,809.00 
2%9.% 
1,467.58 
8429  16 
7707  88 
333,  54 
4544.20 
2685  00 

Iff 

Jm 

2000.00 


COOP. 

PROGRAM  OTHER  TOTAL 

14756  )9  9169.07  23925.26 

1126  60  759.09  188569 

61907  29  26875.17  88782  46 

3720:20  ,565M:i7 

«  lsloslo  88?$ 

ffi&g  W&  23032  79 

2846.95  932.00  3778195 

27911.49  11538.51  39450.00 

3018.85  3867.02  6885  87 

10050.20  6396.07  16446.27 

14119.56  6727.60  20847.16 

66704  83  47131.53  113836J6 

462.78  120.00 

6814.09  6933.31 

34394.42  15706  57 

3832.13  1676.69 

9321.60  7)77.46 

16126.78  8561.30 

16080  57  10566.44 

6266.77  180620 

3508.17  T355.28 

12402.81  1769.60 

10.00  241.00 

3654.26  3540.09 

13790.14  6876.33 

17977.63  8881.27 

15860.34  6032  10 

22640.79  1014.00 

13005.34  2452  67 

24609.31  4846  57 

11750.00  13910  97 

6456.81  1315.15 

20809  %  5543.28 

26265.72  15524.49 

16433.56  9144.42 

7500.00  4601.60 

32420.09  12949.46 

50473.13  24110.43 


COOP 

PROGRAM  OTHER  TOTAL 


OTHER  TOTAL 


OTHER  TOTAL 


FA1REIELD 

FAITH 

FBC  ELLtSVILLE 
FBC  LAUREL 
FBC  OVETT 
FBC  SHARON 


ANTIOCH 


ION  STREET 


.00 

600.00 
70481 
.00 
6256.00 
2241  05 
25251.97 
3964J7 
2615.95 
7318.93 
10673.76 
858.05 
409.35 
480  00 
4694.78 
1441.10 
57.00 

iSS 

3263.05 

100.00 

400.00 

4610.70 
2436.31 
1 146.51 
2035.27 
5098.00 
7166.81 
9707.53 

1914.71 
7822.13 
1789.00 


100.00 

12SO.OO 

1946.98 

478.64 

12897.16 

2797.49 

10861.46 


100.00 

1850.00 

2651.79 

478.64 

19153.16 

5038.54 

36113.43 

10223.75 

427095 

14189.10 

2123237 

999.70 

1298.70 
2097  78 
8119.09 
3942-20 

16?0l<§ 

8769.09 

1498.70 
1430.00 

12032.01 

3661.31 
3358.73 
4709.83 

12824.00 

9646.31 
17812.78 

4092.71 
19494.42 

3989.94 


2417.57 

2107195 

4943.70 

1239.00 

24?4790 

319.00 


16311.17 
1789  00 
147642.28 
15637.69 


t  2244.04 

IE  1360  38 

LPFRA  22531.42 
ILPHIA  45223  35 
108.03 

3615.68 
16304.47 

7054.44 

1516.37 

1419.78 

8346.81 

2598.68 
472.00 

10905  69 
2291.14 
JACK  852.41 


FBC  CARTHAGE 


21124.45 
49115.33 
294.89 
6350  37 
15846.76 
5512.99 
2615.29 
787.00 
7432.55 
3128.44 


FREENY . . 

GOOD  HOPE 


FRIENDSHIP 
GLADE  . 

GRACE 

HARMONY 

HEBRON 

HIGHLAND 

HOUSTON  ROAD 
INDIAN  SPRINGS 
LAWN  HAVEN 
LOWERY  CREEK 

MOSELLE  MEMORIAL 

NEW  FK)PE 
OAKLAND  GROVE 
PARK  HAVEN 
PECAN  GROVE 
PINE  GROVE 
PLAINWAY 
PLEASANT  HOME 
SALEM  HEIGHTS 
SAND  HILL 
SANDERSVILLE 
SECOND  AVENUE 
SHELTON 
SUMMERLAND 
TRINITY 

TUCKERS  CROSSING 
UNITY 

WEST  ELLtSVILLE 
WEST  LAUREL 
WILDWOOO 
TOTAL 


1655.00 
6870  17 
10558.61 
141.65 
889.35 
1617.78 
3424.31 
2501  10 
114  00 


LENA 


10547.74 

69425.39 
2449.00 

300.00 

982.00 

164789.53 

45994.84 

224248.05 

15432.11 

83570.09 

55690.01 

10341.19 

10799.70 

2400.00 

2077.00 

27329.39 
12428.50 


MIDWAY 

MTCARW 


3291.00 

300.00 

1195.00 

209807.53 

64298.95 

429115.29 

20954.11 

158493.76 

85845.36 

15112.44 

15478.24 


EMMANUEL 


213.00 

45018.00 


13747.40 
50100  99 

5508.82 
16499  06 

26647101 

88:8 

14172.41 
251.00 

7194.35 

20666.47 

26858.90 

21892.44 


IMBUS 


NEW  ZION 
PLEASANT  HILL 


1075.00 
5506.04 
1  398.70 
1030.00 
7421-31 
1225.00 

mm 


5282.98 

1842.86 

722.00 

840.00 

5140.20 

1553.26 

13229.60 

12986.75 

2548.44 

708.80 

1928.64 

11575.22 

11623.83 

1614.00 


CVILLE 

POINT 


NEW  BLACK 
NEWHARMC... 

NEW  PLEASANTDALE  ■ 
NORTH  CALVARY  6: 
OAK  GROVE  i: 

OLD  PEARL  VALLEY  8; 
PINE  GROVE  5! 

SALEM  11 

SAND  HILL  I 


ROCKY  POINT 


SPRINGFIELD 
STANDING  PINE 
SUNRISE 
THOMASTOWN 
TRINITY 
TUSCOLA 
WALNI 


7076.46 

6414.09 

854.50 

1744.70 


18842.59 

2689.98 

3419.40 

47047.72 

5580.80 

19831.48 
64878.94 
69204.78 
12814.61 
21495.98 
12011.16 

1674.21 

57701.15 

191.49 

7973.36 

3507.23 

6742.13 

28950.48 
4839.35 
7973.29 


2479.50 

8105.25 

2178.00 

11672.29 

2200.94 


SPRING  CREEK 
TRINITY 

WEST  PHILADELPHIA 
WHITE  OAK 

TOTAL 


GROVE 

RTHAGE 


29455.88 
2566097 
7771  % 
26353.24 
41790.21 
25577.98 
12101.60 
45369.55 
74583  56 


iHAPEL  1238' 


MT  VERNON 
MT  ZION 
NEW  HOPE 
NEW  SALEM 
PHEBA 
PINE  BLUFF 
PLEASANT  HILL 
PLEASANT  RIDGE 
PLYMOUTH 
SELF  CREEK 
SILOAM  - 
STURGIS 
TRINITY 
WAKE  FOREST 
WEST  END 


271  %.i 


LEBANON 

•ASSOCIATION 

CALVARY 

CARTERVILLE 


23699.00 

3169.29 

6652.95 

19173.10 

2787.50 

94.00 

29271.41 

2993.94 


23699.00 

6409.18 

21631.66 

71873.23 

7207.50 


:hitto 


3239.89 
14978.71 
52700.13 
4420.00 
290.00 

_  _  24664  18 

EASTABUCHIE  1%2  00 

FBC  BROOKLYN  8622.91 

FBC  CARNES  3106.00 

FBC  GLENDALE  28633.17 

FBC  HATTIESBURG  175954.28 

FBC  MCLAURIN  6546.45 

FBC  PETAL  31897.78 

GRACE  CHAPEL  425.11 

GREENS  CREEK  1 7303.89 
LINCOLN  ROAD  9862.64 
LYNN  RAY  ROAD  2849.10 
MACEDONIA  44770  8  3 

MAIN  STREET  81221.07 

MAYBANK  10038  87 

NEW  HOPE  667.34 

NWETEENTH  AVENUE  %14.22 
NORTH  31  ST  AVENUE  00 

PETAL  HARVEY  63226.01 
P1NEV1EW  13161.84 

PROVIDENCE  28686.00 

RAWLS  SPRINGS  23462  28 

RIDGECREST  1664.08 

SOUTH  281H  AVENUE  5118  02 

SUNRISE _  14153.26 

TB*UHAT!BBURG  205695.05 
TUKTYBCHTH  AVE  35461.82 
TRINITY  5280.99 

UNIVERSITY  931  84 

TOTAL  93060971 


CANAAN 

CORINTH 


tOOMMUWTY 


KEMPER 

BAY  SPRINGS 
BLACKWATER 
BLUFF  SPRINGS 
CENTER  RIDGE 
CORINTH 


2190.91  730.00 

2758.38  5012.40 

1265.00  550.00 

8750.00  6121.00 

1099  90  437.00 

10360.76  7057.80 

3900.00  2627  00 

1000.00  1650.00 

12560.98  12699.00 

2652.03  1529.54 

238.00  201  00 

1563.01  1563  01 

819.00  500.00 

■«? 


2920.91 

7770.78 

1815.00 

14871.00 

1536.90 

17418.56 

6527.00 

2650.00 

25259.98 

4181.57 

439.00 

3126.02 

1319.00 


1162.01 
1590.00 
8406.24 
12294.43 
19454.81 
54831.09 
13356.46 
640.46 
2490.95 
4868.93 
91423.52 
45290  58 
649.19 
5062300 
10263.09 
2154.37 
29%45 
5353.00 
3970.61 
109.70 
2151.05 
1422.53 
2516.00 
1335.82 
3076.00 


1413.01 
3000.00 
11603  31 
6222.77 
19601.97 
20686.65 
9160.16 
377.46 
700.00 
2225.71 
41041.04 
32208  65 
566.02 
16691  30 
5530  66 
789.61 
2343.36 
3431.50 
5593.39 
73.14 
10016.89 
1567.66 
2339.00 
6164.02 
2049.00 


274650.72 

14034.94 

46857.86 

1914.37 

24090.12 
14792.54 
109%.39 

52133.12 
128277.57 


7488.49 

14960.08 

1489.26 
6786.23 
4929.90 

8147.29 

7362.29 
47056.50 

4567.36 
189  00 

4552.04 

418.45 

27925.13 

4365.85 

29950.44 

9571.37 
1530.61 

2592.26 
5386.43 

87806  31 
25160.11 
1785.72 


18517.20 

39056.78 

75517.74 
22516.62 

1017.92 

3190.95 

7094.64 

132464.56 

77499.23 

1215.21 

67314.30 

15793.75 

gif? 

8784.50 

9564.00 


824.70 
39598.33 
%20.42 
11957.21 
933.00 
9245.14 
6109.72 
8%1 .00 
136954.28 
18071.77 
9381.31 
2629.00 
4834.22 
24576.75 
2223.46 
25550.19 
51090.37 
885.99 
7075.91 
3274.30 
4225.00 


.00 

13617.28 

1053.83 
3567.74 

882.50 

4043.50 
6221.08 

6774.83 
54416.59 

5244.65 

6094.27 

1839.50 
11984.07 

9209.45 
1684.37 
14065.79 
13395.42 
603.31 
9477.00 
3859.23 
5450  00 


824.70 

53215.61 

10674.25 

15524.95 

1815.50 

13288.64 

12330.80 

15735.83 

191370.87 

23316.42 

15475.58 


E  VENABLE 

1ATTA 

ROADS 


CALVARY 


UNION  HILL 
VARDAMAN 
WAHALAK 
WEST  KEMPER 

TOTAL 

LAFAYETTE 

ANCHOR  28614.00 

CALVARY  4200.00 

CLEARCREEK  17942.77 

OOUBGcFRiFBGHIS  7312.71 
DELAY  1506.00 

DENMARK  383.67 

FBC  ABBEVILLE  17578  05 

FBC  OXFORD  87378.54 

HARMONTOWN  21784  68 

NEW  ELBETHEL  4029.79 

NEW  HOPE  8%.51 

NEW  PROSPECT  29474.09 

NORTH  OXFORD  1 04571 .85 
OLD  UNION  348  00 

PARIS  .00 

PHILADELPHIA  2227.85 

SHILOH  9106.77 

TAYLOR  2809.19 

TEMPLE  HEIGHTS  61 1 3.38 

TRINITY  240.00 

TULA  6020.53 

UNION  WEST  3874.61 

wr* 


EDNA 
EMMANUEL 
FBC  COLUM 
FOXWORTH 


UNION 
3D  HOPE 


14166.26 

418.45 

91151.14 

17527.69 
58636.44 
33033.65 

3194.69 

7710.28 

19539.69 
293501.36 

60621.93 

7066.71 


17125.90 
2360.01 
8873.90 
12261.75 
1471.00 
164.43 
20139.89 
54576.55 
10763.34 
5207.99 
300.00 
2248.23 
48145.88 
117.00 
1303.00 
7757.25 
4460.88 
1604.93 
4223  29 
60.00 
3407.38 
2618.80 


45739.90 

6560.01 

26816.67 
19574.46 

2977.00 

548.10 

37717.94 

141955.09 

32548.02 

9237.78 

1198.51 

31722.32 

152717.73 

465.00 

1303.00 

9985.10 

13567.65 

4414.12 

10336.67 
300.00 

9427.91 

6493.41 


HOLLY  SPRINGS 
HURRICANE  CREEK 
IMPROVE 
KOKOMO 
NEW  HOPE 
NORTH  COLUMBIA 
PINE  BURR 
SANDY  HOOK 
SHILOH 

SPRING  COTTAGE 
WHITE  BLUFF 

TOTAL 


MIDWAY 
MTNEBO 
MT  PLEAS/ 
MT  VERNC 
NEW  IREU 
PINCKNEY 


SPRINGS 


.00  228.00 
378250107  173484141  551734148 


SPRINGS 


•ASSOCIATION  .00 

AUBURN  23975.33 

BELDEN  32158.97 

BETHANY  200  00 

BIRMINGHAM  2000  00 

. 

12626.21 
294020.03 
12269.59 
6706.86 
3684.70 
92864.28 
5973.32 
3929.11 
68660.16 
5121.26 
14871.47 
18630.00 
51696  53 
13100.84 
143976.31 

.  — -  4S495.26 

GRACE  MEMORIAL  2 1 00  00 
HARRISBURG  232855.92 
LIMESTONE  1174  50 

MACEDONIA  6689.83 

MONUMENT  DRIVE  1069.31 
MT  SINAI  325  00 

MT  VERNON  3290.97 

NEW  HOPE  11794.51 

OLD  UNION  8303.36 

PALESTINE  300.00 


909.50 
13799.71 
11712.73 
900.00 
.00 
2090.00 
4938.43 
%S00.32 
3477.75 
4515.02 
4253.26 
19394.61 
4682.83 
655  00 
15925.76 
840.15 
3979.50 
11434.20 
8166.66 
4552.93 
70188.83 
26829.26 
4110  14 
57956.15 


909.50 

37775.04 

43871.70 

1100.00 

2000.00 

11132.87 
17564.64 

390520.35 

15747.34 

11221.88 
7937% 

112258.89 
10656.15 
4584.11 
84585.92 
5961 .41 
18850  97 
30064.20 
59863.19 
17653.77 
214165.14 
75324.52 
6210.14 
290812.07 
2493.00 
1115983 
6700.09 
610  00 
6702.56 
22949.51 
1  1539.20 
600.00 
353087 
1300  00 
46903  21 
15747.10 
852.00 
8591.83 
17426.68 


AIRPORT  2438.34 

BETHEL  .00 

BRAZIL  151.50 

CALVARY  CHAPEL  1 388. 1 0 

CASCILLA  454.63 

CORINTH  1869.78 

CORNERSTONE  %55.B1 

COWART  2074  27 

EMMANUEL  129911.13 

ENON  6692.21 

FAITH  1075.47 

FBC  CHARLESTON  17032.81 

FBC  GRENADA  119166.67 

FBC  SUMNER  5000  00 

FBC  TUTWILER  5639  13 

FRIENDSHIP  22299.35 

FRIENDSHIP  EAST  2746.00 

FRIENDSHIP  WEST  112714 

GORE  SPRINGS  7746.05 

HARDY  6884.56 

HEBRON  1016702 

HOLCOMB  9536.79 

LEFLORE  900.00 

MTPISGAH  1522.12 

PARKS  1550.40 

PAUL  1149.75 

PAYNES  3940.22 

PHILIPP  663.38 

PLEASANT  GROVE  200  00 
PROVIDENCE  921.91 

SPRING  HILL  •  1659.00 

TEMPLE  1287.11 

WEBB  4072.89 

TOTAL  380923.54 


CALVARY 


175149. 

11552. 

2400. 


LAMAR 

AUTUMN  RIDGE 

BAXTERVILLE 

BELLEVUE 

CALVARY 

COALTOWN 

CORINTH 

FBC  LUMBERTON 


300.00 
3301.00 
17289.27 
61%. 75 
842.33 
3649.00 
8451.35 
22448  44 
69930.99 
38113  30 
3291.74 
2007.97 
3898.00 
36369.64 
180000 
4802.27 
10361.16 
1887.72 


939.00 

1667.32 

5156.06 

15312.84 

290.00 

3626.00 

11016.99 

5366.74 

22688.92 

35110.73 

556.00 

%.00 

3059.65 

20841.19 

1705.15 

6049.82 

3112.10 

9002.38 


10838.68 
1339.00 
1502.84 
4553  90 
8521.15 

$82174 

1200.00 

3214.46 

1693.94 
1163.62 

4342.95 


1132.33 

7275.00 


27815.18 

92619.91 

73224.03 

3847.74 

2103.97 

6957.65 

57210.83 

3505.15 

10852.09 

13473.26 

10890.10 


FBC  SUMRALL 
GOOD  HOPE 
GREENVILLE 
HICKORY  GROVE 
IMMANUEL 
MILITARY 


•ASSOCIATION 

Berwick 

BETHEL 

CALVARY 

CALVARY  GLOSTER 
CENTREVILLE 


.00 

5637.00 

7165.00 

6135.70 

9428. 52 
17430  97 

8091 .25 
180%95 
3012.15 
4477.83 
14209  29 
13032  00 
1616.00 
5389.03 

50149.52 
4975.38 

13150.29 
8141.61 
2238.00 
3783.36 
2754)0 
740.00 
900  00 
1758.00 
10867  88 
288.58 
26801.84 


990.00  990.00 

1785.00  7422  00 

3006.38  10171.38 

5206.66  11342.36 

2942  47  12370.99 

10952.65  28383.62 

5400.28  13491.53 

10619.78  28716.73 

1573.89  4586.04 

3167.90  7645.73 

10765.93  24975.22 

6911  80  19943.80 

1546.48  3162.48 

5481.78  10870.81 

32362.50  82512.02 

2113.15  7088  53 

9132.69  22282.98 

1 1 184.95  19326.56 

2944  00  5182  00 

1776.90  5560  26 

630.00  905.00 

1290  16  2030.16 

2582.04  3482.04 

5%. 00  235400 

7593.08  18460% 

605.44  894.02 

17293.99  44095.83 

Mil  40&M 


RICHBURG 

TRINITY 

TOTAL 

LAUDERDALE 

ARKADELPHIA 


256887  962  00 

600.00  70000 

31629.00  15274.21 

10913.88  4833.22 


606748.53 


7747.00 

1079.00 

.00 

15788.06 

5145.94 


12425.10 

2687.00 

362.35 

22633.54 

6166.74 

23435.26 

11779.73 


MARS  HILL 
MT  OLIVE 
MT  PLEASAN" 
MT  VERNON 
NEW  SALEM 
NEW  ZION 
OAK  GROVE 

pionkr. 


IIATtON 


48  00 
975.00 
758.85 
200  00 
1995.81 
37136  24 
18813.84 
1372.00 

9753.73 
11404.97 

1622  86 
14875.83 
1023  07 
3526.35 
10828.13 
61716.76 

4003.74 
5027.22 


BETHANY 

BRIARWOOD 

CALVARY 

CARMEL 

CAUSEYVILLE 

CENTER  GROVE 

DALEVIILE 

EIGFfTH  AVENUE 

FBC  COLLINSVILLE 

FBC  LAUDERDALE 

FBC  MARION 

FBC  MERIDIAN 

FELLOWSHIP 

FRTHNTH  AVENUE 

GOODWATER 

HEBRON 

HICKORY  CROVE 

HIGHLAND 

KEWANEE 

LIBERTY 

LONG  CREEK 

MACEDONIA 

MEEHAN 

MIDWAY 


485.00 
840  99 
2318.61 
1209.31 
31013.34 
49241.60 
719.00 
12468.26 
16354.97 


1460.00 

1599.84 

2518.61 

3205.12 

68149.58 

68055.44 

-2Q91.00 


7654% 
15199.21 
5105.86 
550  00 
7357.04 
6%51.06 
l%S4.50 

17835.43 
97856.75 
18246.33 

57839.44 


FBC  LAMBERT 
FBC  MARKS 
FBC  SLEDGE 
FBC  TUNICA 
HOLLYWOOD 
LULA 
LYON 
OAKHURST 
RENA  LARA 


6761.10 
6530.38 
26590  35 
7807  90 
1050.00 
7239.89 
1863  00 
900  00 
7354  18 
117.00 
3500  00 


21674.27 
1  3540  44 
82012.02 
22647.37 
2319.00 
25951.91 
6430.60 


ZION  HILL 
TOTAL 

MONROE 

ATHENS 


9072.37 
16395.53 
14959.65 
6416.97 
6328.55 
40  00 
1590.00 
2487.84 


2513.91 
8775.42 
18319.82 
1233  00 
3021  48 
23390.50 
21903.27 
9126  08 
120  0CT 
107232.62 
207081 .86 
4487.48 
10747.11 
894.00 
1 1  78.06 
10967.49 
3363.06 
1064  00 
8495.41 
77537  35 
6066.79 
18907.00 
125.00 
4024.78 
28722.40 
2260  89 
141*7.10 
5818.35 


1480.83 
3928.52 
7784.90 
656.00 
1810.74 
4584.50 
6155.55 
3251.00 
120.00 
49871.03 
85715.24 
2693.59 
8832.12 
297.99 
722.78 
3717.73 
2043.82 
644  00 
3398.16 
31825.83 
2731.79 
7820.00 
125  00 
4024.78 
13886.12 
2132.62 
3418  06 
550  00 


rAHATCHIE 


42115.11 
3150.00 
13216.63 
1071  00 
8501.23 
1658.39 
41560  23 
8323.21 
4311  11 


NORTH 


IT  MISSION 
IAPEL 


993.025 
2137  00 
9682.95 
1748.80 
914%.62 


350000 


HLATER 


MARKS 


FAITH 

FBC  ABERDEEN 


NORTHWEST 

ARKABUTLA 

BETHEL 


LINCOLN 

•ASSOCIATION 
ARLINGTON 
BETHEL 
BIG  SFRINGS 
BOGUE  CHITTO 
BROOKWAY 
CALVARY 
CENTRAL 
CLEAR  BRANCH 
EAST  LINCOLN 


10599  41 
1513  04 
2017.97 
36000  00 
6259845 
5742  67 
00 

6510.92 
105701.58 
4460.14 
1  5188.35 


14958.95 
2846  04 
2637.21 
69890  00 
93761.07 
8649.15 
107  25 


100.00 

8912.69 

237061 

391.92 


100.00 

18541.43 

9329.25 


%28  74 
6958.64 
47389 
14518  04 
1148.26 
8106.12 
34840.55 
6366.00 
464.43 
57481.41 
28431.29 
140628  68 
17202  00 
16604.60 
1348.52 
10957  21 


2550.00 
8434.17 
2558.28 
2  7392.20 


9189.12 
1082.65 
19631  % 

741987 


E  CHAPEL 
DRY  CHAPEL 
.TON 
CHAPEL 


8285  17 
19669.15 
2741  00 
333.26 
18051.97 
24315  00 
351589.62 
12680  81 
15316.77 
2211.21 
15203.00 
706  00 


30  45711  52 

3355.00 
■CT  11087.00 

Q0 

4GS  00 

14836.28 
T.ETON  128.27 
10949  04 
5268  35 


7718. 

b5876 


P0HARSPW4GSI 

RUSSELL 

SALEM 


19477.88 


20  43929 
.83  126250. 
.17  74172 
51  38751 


4747.33 

67703.04 


44754.86 

2723  60 
11573.84 
10027.09 
8746.57 
8274.41 
11632.30 
31847.36 
103%. 34 
4227.79 

3544.36 

2193.21 
8720  45 
5663.76 
35dS.13 

4703.36 
6488  52 


LAWRENCE 

ANTIOCH 

ARM 

BETHEL 

CALVARY 

CARMEL 

CROOKED  CREEK 
HEPZIBAH 


1462.00 
4172  00 
20606.99 

IMoflft 

4860.17 
1601  00 
1 530  65 
2475  00 

'9981.46 

57406.88 

6635.18 
5150  00 


2433.33 

18149.92 
17691.59 
100  00 
149504.92 


;rove 


WINONA 


18538.87 

814.19 


.26  21454. 


SIGHT 


INONA  6003: 

KMQCP6  273; 
RINGS  261' 


6274 

6283 

10415 

1255 

924 

29471 


/ART 

iOUNTY 


:r  creek 


PROVIDENCE 
SAULS  VALLEY 


31092 


SOUTHCREST  1530.10 

STRAYHORN  7146  88 

1WN1TY-HRNANDO  1017.57 

7W4IY-SXnH5VEN  109722.89 

TWIN  LAKES  6450.50 

TYRO  1831.00 

WILDWOOD  212  89 

W1 


NOXUBEE 

BROOKSVILLE 
CALVARY  MACON 
C  ( INCORD 
ELON  _ 

FBC  MACON 

MASHULAVILLE 

RUHAMA 

SHUQUALAK 

VERNON 

WEST  SIDE 

TOTAL 

PANOLA 

CALVARY 

COMO 

COURTLAND 

CRENSHAW 

ENID  LAKE 

ENON 

FBC  BATESV1LLE 
FBC  SARDIS 
FIRST  FAITH 
GOOD  HOPE 


IMMANUEL 
LIBERTY  HILL 
LOCKE  STATION 


ITH  BATESV1LLE 
CH  CREEK 

: RIMS  REST 

IE  HILL 

JDYIjROVE 


1330179 
900  00 
700.00 
4114.02 
21912.58 
4515.30 
.00 


19632.18 
7486.09 
3752.18 
7566.96 
2067.36 
3601.00 
138429.15 
39395.09 
913  50 
5111.58 
5728.54 
2283.28 
7765.00 
5991.94 
1200  86 
6923.65 
3853.38 
519.16 
6710.93 
13501.00 


2005.99 
4818  86 

288.00 
66034.31 
2315  31 
57800 
160.00 


9266.25 
132.91 
1550.00 
1453.00 
20475.00 
3032  78 
250.00 
4575.00 
1300.00 


88$ 
»  1 


3536.09 

11965.74 

1305.57 

175757.20 

6765.81 

2409.00 

372.89 


22568.04 
1032.91 
2250.00 
5567.02 
42387.58 
-548  1)8 
250.00 
7575  00 
1845.76 


m  »mi  « 


8003.41 
2070.32 
4125.00 
3545.00 
840.11 
1383.58 
53863.61 
36053.38 
924.59 
6226.25 
1181.35 
2527.24 
1910.00 
1854.75 
893.00 


27635.59 

955641 

7877.18 

11111.96 


192297.76 
75448.47 
1838.09 
11337.83 
6909.89 
4810.52 
9675.00 
7846.69 


8079.65 

10194.01 

819.16 

8468.93 

15569.00 

569.00 

7040.45 

6153.30 

3058.39 


22304.70 
16870.65 
2772.87 
12331  80 
3332.52 
40.00 
7065.40 
1859.51 
4749  00 
3751.94 
23536979 
104115.19 
4099  01 


10372.57 

4715.36 

1053.05 

2353.50 

1950.26 

210056 
1034.94 
1449  00 
1644.04 
88090.72 
43725.99 
1549.45 
3573.40 
14237.23 
2795.69 
1677.00 
2472.73 
.00 
11727.38 
259.15 
ngi.7? 


14727907 


24713.54 
16133.50 
6743  00 
4(19.14 


MCCOMB 


RY'S  CREEK 
iT MCCOMB 


PONTOTOC 


10637.86 
2097  88 
7892.25 
5864  00 
22645  93 

14279.00 

59010.07 


(LGOMA 

IELLEVUE 

'AREY  SPRINGS 
yWmy  nKiK 

3E5IBMII  CALVARY 

fOOKE  MEMORIAl 
:OUNTY  LINE 


8296.06 


rOTOC 


'ALLEY 


154  25 
100  00 


iS  BETHEL 


COOP 

PROGRAM 


COOP 

PROGRAM  OTHER  TOTAL 


COOP 

PROGRAM  OTHER  TOTAL 


TOTAL 


OTHER 


14128.23 

4428.16 

43657.71 

3761.76 

37933.17 

5516.00 

2882.80 

18473.46 

7508.47 

3660.19 


6533.47 

1546.36 

18009.75 

1226.85 
12558.87 

4018.00 
2282  80 

7963.86 
3566.23 
1960.80 


GREENFIELD 

»vrE  2 2534.91 

P/tf&EWCRHNMlE  25374.30 
PARKVIEW  LELAND  1498  00 

SECOND^ENVIlif  '0509  60 

swiftwater 
VOORY  TEMPLE 

WAYNE 

•ASSOCIATION 
BIG  CREEK 
CALVARY 
CHAPARRAL 
CHARITY 
CLEAR  CREEK 
COUNTY  LINE 
COYT 

CROSSROAD 

EUCUTTA  ,„,zz 

EVERGREEN  4574.66 

FBC  BUCKATUNNA  4B49.64 
FBC  CHIC  ORA  ,4873.12 

FBC  CLARA  25196.48 

FBC  STATE  LINE  '450960 
FBC  TRINITY  5610.60 

FBC  WAYNESBORO  97555.06 
HIWANNEE  70 0.00 

MT  ZION  5289.52 

&«£CROVE  Wi! 

WEST  SF3ADY  GROVE  5912.93 


21710.29 
5481 .46 
19907.47 
1  378.68 
1214.57 


POPLAR  SPRINGS 

SHIVERS 

SILOAM 

STONEWALL 

STRONG  RIVER 

WEATHERSBY 

TOTAL 


10657.92 
1624  73 
11352  00 
724.96 
401 .57 


4850.17 
200.00 
3185.54 
31565.40 
5833  78 


9294.72 

2725.69 

7237.46 

159843.75 

7748.24 

_'Z4221Z 


2525.69 
4051.92 
128278  35 
1914.46 

* 


2562? 


SMITH 

ACTS 

BEAVER  DAM 
BETHEL 
BURNS 
CENTER  HILL 
CLEAR  CREEK 
CLEAR  SPRINGS 
CONCORD 
CORINTH 
FBC  MIZE 
FBC  POLKVILLE 
FBC  RALEIGH 
FBC  TAYLORSVILLE 
FELLOWSHIP 
GOOOWATER 
HARMONY 
HICH  HILL 
LEAF  RIVER 
LIBERTY 
LORENA 
MT  CARMEL 
MT  PLEASANT 
MT  ZION 
NEW  HOME 
NEW  SARDIS 
OAK  GROVE 


630.00  1260.00 

.00  390.00 

.00  1062.85 

250.00  1007.12 

00  264.00 

.00  380.05 

2079.38  3196.11 

1485.00  3709.75 

.00  1295.00 

7501.07  13753.18 

3636.35  11021.60 

26671.51  64100.67 

28072.54  61205.48 

2880.48  5008.27 

1064.00  1882.00 

332  54  1825.61 

.00  75.00 

3515.32  8820.11 

173.50  1295.77 

1779.83  4363.15 

1133.01  2657.02 

1565.54  3326.55 

1870.00  2470.00 

5249.42  9736.00 

2349.09  5099  53 

8209.22  11301.47 

25.66  717.44 

100  00  1388.18 

1873.56  2342.21 

2630.22  4550.44 

00  190.00 

16343.33  36922.76 

2260.00  2800.00 

10657.92  17175.82 

355.00  55500 

6833.02  14093.19 

480.00  1480  00 


1802.00 

3152.52 
690.31 

2429.00 

19974.14 

.00 

2942.28 

4327.52 
4312.14 

46183  84 
190.00 
400.00 
22450.83 
197.28 
5448.13 
26303.66 
.00 
203.00 

5977.28 
3296.89 
1387.41 

778.75 

6952.40 

214.00 

4475.00 


5727.37 

4890  09 
2541.42 
4709.24 
46585.43 
1972.53 
5078  62 
1064.66 
6899  49 
103121.90 
2145.03 
1943.74 
43123.50 
591.83 
10964  2  i 
47040.41 
300.00 
813.40 
7752.72 
5309.78 
2155.80 
1172.50 
8993.18 
214.00 
5754.00 


630.00 
390.00 
1062  85 
757.12 
264.00 
380.05 
1116.73 
2224.75 
1295.00 
6252.11 

7385.25 
37429.16 
33132.94 

2127.79 
818.00 

1493.07 

75.00 

5304.79 
1122.27 
2583.32 
1524.01 
1761.01 

600.00 
4486  S8 
2750.44 

3092.25 
691.78 

1288.18 

468.65 

1920.22 

190.00 

20579.43 

540.00 

6517.90 

200.00 

7260.17 


CALVARY  3925.37 

C.ANDLERS  CHAPEL  1737.57 
CASEY  CREEK  1851.11 

CRESTWCOD  2280.24 

EAST  BOONEVILLE  2661 1 .29 
EAST  MARIETTA  1972.53 
EAST  PLEASANT  RIDGE  2136.34 
EAST  PRENTISS  6319.11 

FAIRVIEW  2587.35 

FBC  BOONEVILLE  56938.06 
FBC  IUMPERTOWN  1955.03 
FORtSTHILL  1543.74 

GASTON  20672.67 

HILL'S  CHAPEL  394.55 

INGRAM  5516.10 

MT  OLIVE  20736  75 

MT  ZION  COMMUNITY  300.00 
NEW  BURTON  610.40 

OAK  HILL  1775.44 

OSBORNE  CREEK  2012  .89 

PLEASA$PgROVE  3 93*75 
THRASHER  2040.78 


400.00 
8404.24 
59949.32 
7196.48 
1357.12 
7008.67 
i860  00 
1482.15 
100.36 
75.00 
8053.93 
10486.18 
10382.45 

33437.48 
25722.81 
20082.66 

137505.60 

971.00 

10324.22 

25612.34 

11263.49 
4646.06 

488.89 

10739.44 


400.00 
2360.24 
12212.38 
5283.44 
160.93 
3719.83 
2205.00 
496  00 
50.18 
75.00 
3479.27 
5536.54 

5709.33 
8241.00 

11213.21 

14472.06 

39950.54 

271.00 

5034.70 

4928.16 

1935.33 
1453.76 

.00 

4826.51 


.00 
6044  00 
47736.94 
1913.04 
1196.19 
3288.84 
1655.00 
986.15 
50.18 


TOTAL 


792.84 

20782.21 

1954.11 

7457.24 


CHAPEL 


IY  GROVE 


WINSTON 
ANTIOCH 
BETHEL 
CALVARY 
CRYSTAL  RIDGE 
DRY  CREEK 
EAST  LOUISV1LL 
ELLISON  RIDGE 
ENON 
EVERGREEN 


5298.00 

8363.13 

27367.78 

5827.00 

3394.51 

10739.47 

4906.96 

5633.59 

17588.11 


2659.00 

2961.71 

11991.38 

3691.00 

.00 

4670.30 

458.80 

1926.40 

12623.60 

70815.67 

.00 

1092.00 

9138.67 

2764.01 

6261.04 

3632.48 

6287.39 
17798.66 

631.40 

3753.39 

5895.37 
1715.50 
1569.52 
1283.00 

6995.38 


2639.00 

5401.42 

15376.40 

2136.00 

3394.51 
6069.17 
4448.16 
3707  19 

4964.51 
137868% 

1200.00 

549.10 

12551.18 

5519.82 

8745.64 

3595.24 

13922.74 

29534.01 

946.60 

6006.00 

6135.91 

1315.50 

17677.24 


25513 

5459 

24943 

10245 


524.37 
24590.09 
2253.58 
14669.15 
3226.01 
2211.79 
25669.33 
1302  64 
1692.82 
39128.60 
1503.00 
840.23 
766.10 
12954.81 

20637.91 

15543.92 
5906  11 
4544.98 
3928.91 

342.00 

1722.64 


ATION  524.37  .00 

T  FIRST  5199  %  19390.13 

EM  844.66  1408  92 

6770.00  7899  15 

T  351.40  2874.61 

5ISVILLE  1277.77  934.02 

CENTRAL  12480.05  13189.28 

402  64  900.00 

639  01  1053.81 

25000.00  14128.60 

600.00  903  00 

840.23  .00 

303.61  462.49 

73S7.S0  5597.31 

7788*58  12849.33 

7601.37  7942.55 

2422.43  3483.68 

2419.35  2125.63 

1153.37  2775.54 

71.00  271.00 

1463.64  259.00 

545.92  683% 

20544  15  19287.93 

. .  1106.07  634.46 

YELLOW  CREEK  .2394.30  3069,56 

TOTAL  T 1010338  12212396  1 


1641.10 
21689.85 
828393 
15006  68 
7227.72 
20210.13 
47332.67 
1578.00 
9759.39 
12031.28 
3031.00 
19246.76 
2283.00 
11153.75 


GUM  BRANCH 
HARMONY 

MACEDONIA 

MURPHYCREEK 


HIGHLAND 

IUKA 

MTMORIAP 
MTVERNOF 
MT  ZION 


OAK  GROVE 
POPLAR  FLAT 
SHILOH 
SINGLETON 
SOUTH  LOUISVILLE 


YALOBUSHA 
BETHEL 
CALVARY 
CAMP  GROUND 
CLEAR  WRINGS 
DELAY  ROAD 


18229. 


5848.00 

1486.75 

8071.57 

450.00 

70.00 


V1LLE  4561 
VALLEY  394; 

111 


ROVE 


221.36 
1231.25 
1443.15 
7579.00 
826.00 
1195.14 
70062 
2453  00 
1429901 
275.00 
2318.76 
8386.11 


.OWSHIP 


SYLVARE 

TILLATOt 

WAYSIDE 

TOTAL 

YAZOO 
AN  DING 


SOUTHS!  I 


200  00 
1367.99 
100  00 
305  00 
3280.25 
100.00 
1724.00 
-,.x.  513.70 

EUPORA  68315.17  40209  16  1 

MATHISTON  23155.12  28005  27 

OWSHIP  1050.00  2292  00 

RON  1557.56  103844 

HENLINDEN  60  00  344.00 

LARS  GROVE  4439  58  1532.94 

9TEE  13571.65  31336  09 

-  1482.00  515.00 

2537.91  2%5.48 

1069.17  .00 

7865.00  9351.00 

1288.65  3546.11 

2149.00  3565  00 

224.00  224.00 

450.00  900,00 

2068  54  2750  26 

1957.95  2112.97 

_  3197.13  10795.86 

WEST  SHADY  GROVE _ .00  120410  -  . 

TOTAL  1 48002%  1491 72  TT  2 

AT  LARGE 

BOULEVARD  .  31816.95  4%3.89 

FAITH  _ '  1683.40  50.00 

FELLC8VSHP  MISSION  3834.00  .00 

FENTON  COMMUNITY  2045  00  .00 

FOKTADM^MGSION  2433.55  2000 

GLORY  LAND  MISSION  62  50  522  00 

GRACE  MISSION  370  52  272.02 

HAZEL  .00  20946.98 

HILtVIEW  MISSION  120  00  220.00 

KOINONIA  MISSION  268  20  178.92 

MARANATHA  8187.92  2346.71 

MEADV1LLE  STREET  434.90  350  00 

MT  PKGAH  .00  2270.83 

MURRAHS  CHAPEL  200.00  1 20  (10 

NEW  COVENANT  4000.00  766.25 

NORIHOESOIOCOMM  250  00  00 

NORTHSHORE  489  14  122  34 

SOLID  ROCK  00  300  00 

UNITY  00  4913.72 

VINEYARD  1800.00  .00 

TOTAL  582%3e  3806 1% 


175.00 
625.00 
121  00 
7254.43 
440.00 
1261  % 
5077  00 
3333.31 
736  36 
223  00 
1722  00 
19183.81 
1514219 
4012.11 
3731.00 

IS4ffT2^8 


NEW  OAK  GROVE 
NORTHS!  DE 


ROADS 


1 187686 
1134.57 
2163.85 
6077  00 
5555.54 
1614.18 
223  00 
6334.45 
36391.66 
39899.09 
7590  98 
6302.00 


MORTON 


GROVE 


1815.64 
25806  64 
23076.45 
1297.87 


726.31 
14120  79 
16121.69 


EVILLE 


1297  87 
70%.00 
11171  62 
2722.38 


STEELE 

TEMPLE 


erville 

TALLAHATO* 

HILL 


MT  VERNON 
MT  ZION 
NEW  HOPE 
PHILADELPHIA 
PILGRIMS  REST 
REEDS  CHAPEL 
SAPA 

TOMNOLEN 


1069.17 

17216.00 

4834.76 

5448:oo 

1350.00 

4818.80 

4070.92 

13992.99 


9S8.20 
5211  46 
300.00 
LA  19373  28 
FORK  33110.67 
A  YOU  5731.33 


.00  780.00  780.00 

2476.15  1281  07  3757  22 

4275.98  1676.61  5952.59 

1359300  8957  10  22550.10 

841.77  2015.00  2856.77 

24459.43  13355  05  37814.48 

.^5:2  W 

9547.32  6139.82  1568714 

9927.86  9148.68  19076  54 

3375.00  2554.39  5929  39 

7274.27  5449  42  12723.69 

64844  21  53653.67  118497  88 

16?1tt-75i  .2^  29070^ 


iRVILLE 
AL  SPRINGS 


Sees  creek 

A 

I  ZION 

:m 

RTOWN 


ATHENS 

BETHLEHEM 

BEULAH 

CALVARY 

CALVARY  BRAXTON 


927.16 
5538.77 
1131.33 
252500 
2303  1  3 
120  00 
6073  15 
385323 
17489.34 
6643.56 
13431.58 
301093 
.1?»00 


36780.84 
1733.40 
3834  00 
045.00 
2453  55 
584.50 
642.54 
20946.98 
340.00 
447.12 
10534  63 
784.90 
2270  83 
320.00 
4766.25 
250.00 
611.68 
300.00 
4913.72 


WARREN 

BOVINA 

BOW  MAR  AVENUE 
CALVARY 
EAGLE  LAKE 
FBC  VICKSBURG 
GOOCRUMAfMnRW 

HIGHLAND 


18979.04 
86082.47 
107  38  25 

11 55  go 

82680.77 
2470.67 
5377.08 
73297  82 
23740.75 
4582.00 
1187  56 
7695.72 
15000  00 
9006.00 


3637.81 

38192.63 

3662.30 

745.00 

62682.42 


22616.85 
124275.10 
14400  55 


7069.45 

132654.13 

109112.41 

4651.24 


;  BRAXTON  5336  45 

’  MAGEE  839S4  56 

MENDENHALL  64534.79 
LOWSHJP  2325.62 

X3DWATER  21394.79 
«HEN  550  00 

I M  SPRINGS  404  82 

RRiSVlLLE  12658.79 

ILLY  GROVE  4832  00 

YTER  1394  00 

NNEDY  SPRINGS  3440.00 
(CEDONIA  3239.06 

Off  PEASANT  HU  1932  65 
ON  STREET  8181.60 


145363  19 
41 74.29 

5984.22 
113029.65 

29015.80 
7%4.95 
2302  56 

8388.22 
21577.20 
10740.00 


TRINIT 

WAYSII 


MEMORIAL  360  00 


- 30661*58 


19479 

964. 


CHINBE  MSN 
DARLOVE 


GRAND  TOTAL  SK^N6,166J1  $16,177/440.16  544263606217 


-The  Baptist  Record 


SEEKING  PASTOR  INFO 

Editor: 

Summerland  Church,  Taylors¬ 
ville,  will  celebrate  100  years  as 
a  church  on  May  31,  1998.  We 
want  to  honor  all  former  pas¬ 
tors.  These  men  we  are  seeking 
information  on  and  pictures  of 
are:  T.  J.  Riley,  Rev.  Harrelson, 
L.  P.  Arender,  W.  H.  Robinson, 
George  Rainey,  C.  E.  Bass,  W. 
W.  Alread,  J.  W.  Hudson,  W. 
L.Compere,  S.  E.  Sumrall,  E.  I. 
Farr,  J.  T.  Carter,  R.  H.  Daniels, 
Randall  C.  Lindsay,  and 
Michael  Hunt. 

If  you  have  any  information 
on  these  men,  please  contact 
me  at  1263  Summerland  Road, 
Taylorsville,  MS  39168. 

Eva  Rae  Moore, 

Summerland  Church  clerk 


BAPTISTS  ARE  CREED AL 

Editor: 

I  am  a  student  at  Southern 
Seminary  and  continue  to 
receive  your  paper  through  the 
kind  generosity  of  my  home 
church,  Fairview  .  Baptist  in 
Columbus. 

I  am  writing  in  response  to 
Carl  White's  January  1  article 
/Galloping  toward  creedal- 
ism."  I  fear  it  is  a  misrepresen¬ 
tation  of  the  historical  stand  of 


Baptists  and  creeds. 

Baptists  have  historically 
been  a  creedal  people.  First, 
Baptists  in  the  past  used  creeds 
to  prove  that  they  were  ortho¬ 
dox  Protestants. 

Next,  creeds  stand  as  a 
defense  against  error.  To  say, 
"We  have  no  creed  but  the 
Bible,"  is  to  say  nothing. 
Indeed,  if  this  is  our  creed  then 
what  prevents  us  from  merging 
with  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses 
who  make  the  same  statement? 

Lastly,  creeds  are  a  source  of 


The  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  Concert  Band  will  pre¬ 
sent  their  Spring  Concert  on 
March  2  at  8:15  p  .m.  in  Swor 
Auditorium.  The  band  will  be 
conducted  by  John  Hanbery, 
professor  of  music  at  MC. 
There  will  be  a  trumpet  solo 
played  by  Charles  McLendon 
ana  conducted  by  Rick  Sills. 
For  additional  information  call 
the  music  department  at  (601) 
925-3440. 

William  Carey  College 
Speech  and  Debate  Team 
(Forensics)  recently  placed  first 
overall  at  the  Whitewater 
Classic  Tournament  at 
Arkansas  State  University  in 


Staff  Changes 


Liberty . Church,  Carroll 

County,  has  called  Riley 
Ainsworth  as  pastor  Heprevi- 
ously  served  at  Antioch  Church 
in  Holmes  County. 

Fellowship  Church, 

Bellefontaine,  has  called 
Kenneth  D.  Strickland  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  Feb.  1.  A  native  of 
Birmingham,  Strickland 
received  his  education  at  the 
University  of  Mobile  and  New 

Are  your  seniors  tired 
of  crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution 
is  a  1 5-passenger  van  Wfc*  *  t~’cM!»! 

wilt  in  a  sit-  used 

roof  &  electric  step.  BS09HR 
Cal  Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Today)  1-8000300622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


Orleans  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Lakewood 
Church,  Birmingham.  -  .  - 

Ralph  Buckley  has  accepted 
the  call  as  pastor  of  Soutnem 
Hills  Church,  Jackson.  Buckley 
of  Parma,  Mo.,  was  educated  at 
Brooks  Bible  College, 
Midwestern  Seminary,  and 
Faith  Theological  Seminary. 

Go  wan  Ellis  retired  on  Dec. 
31  at  First  Church,  Terry,  where 
he  began  his  ministry  in  October 
1985.  Ellis  was  honored  with  a 
reception  on  Dec.  21  and  the 
church  gave  him  a  love  offering. 
He  and  his  family  are  living  in 
Clinton  (close  to  tneir  children). 


■  !9E£ 
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PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/ 
limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson 
(601)948-3391.  Since  1 965. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul¬ 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 
YOUTH  OUTINGS?  PaintbaTL 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry 
Creek  Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 

1  -800-830-0583. _ 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
in  Tallahassee,  Florida,  is  looking  for  a 
Christian  couple  to  work  with  children 
ages  6-18  years.  The  base  salary  for  a 
house  parent  is  $14,635.  Florida  Baptist 
Children's  Homes  offers  an  excellent 
benefit  package  including  retirement 
plan,  medical/disability  insurance,  and 


paid  vacations.  Our  campus  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  35  acre  facility  located  at  8415 
Buck  Lake  Road  in  Tallahassee.  If  you 
think  you  would  be  interested  in  a 
Christian  ministry  serving  families  and 
children  please  contact  Chris 
Kretschman  at  (904)  878-1458  in 
Tallahassee  for  more  information. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 
only  smoke  and  alcohol  free 
Bowling  Center.  Call  about  Lock-in, 
group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 
leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Road,  Jackson,  MS  (601)  372-7700. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES.  Call 
(601)  483-7958  or  1-800-368-2705. 
CALL  KELLER'S  COUNtRY  DORM 
RESORT  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
for  the  best  ($15.25)  seats  at  THE 
GREAT  PASSION  PLAY,  plus  eco¬ 
nomical  group  lodging,  recreation, 
supper  and  breakfast,  all  for  JUST 
$34.95  EACH.  (501)  253-8418. 


unity,  "How  can  two  walk 
together  unless  they  agree?" 

Baptists  do  oppose  creeds 
that  are  imposed  from  above  as 
in  the  hierarchical  churches  and 
creeds  imposed  by  civil  authori¬ 
ty  as  in  state  churches,  but  a 
Baptist  creed  is  different. 

It  is  a  creed  adopted  democra¬ 
tically.  This  is  the  case  with  the 
"creeds"  mentioned  in  the  arti¬ 
cle.  The  SBC  has  democratically 
adopted  each  statement  as  part 
of  its  definition  of  "evangeli¬ 
cal/biblical  theology." 


None  of  these  creeds  are 
being  imposed  on  churches 
from  above.  Instead,  they 
reflect  our  stand  on  what  we 
as  Baptists  believe  the  Bible 
says  about  the  issues 
addressed  and  as  such  we 
cannot  compromise  on  bibli¬ 
cal  truth. 

In  the  words  of  Asa 
Chandler,  "What  harm  can 
creeds  do  if  they  contain  the 
truth?" 

Michael  Packard 

Louisville,  Ky. 
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Jonesboro,  Ark.  The  Crusader 
team  placed  first  in  individual 
events  sweepstakes  and  debate 
sweepstakes.  The  Speech  and 
Debate  Team  also  for  the  fourth 


consecutive  year  received  the 
first  place  overall  award  at  the 
Mississippi  Intercollegiate 
Forensics  Championships  held 
recently  in  Jackson. 


William  Carey  College  theatre  students  (from  left,  clockwise)  Joseph 
Brack  of  Boston,  Mass.;  James  Mitchell  of  Hattiesburg;  Jonathan  Watts 
of  McComb;  Carrie  Cartier  from  Saraland,  Ala.;  and  Justin  Bunton  of 
Loranger,  La.,  won  five  of  1 2  design  awards  given  at  the  Region  IV 
Kennedy  Center  American  College  Theatre  Festival  held  recently  in 
South  Carolina  at  Clemson  University. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  printed. 
No  multi<opy  or  form  letters  will 
be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board. 

*  • 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Revival  Dates 


Yale  Street,  Cleveland: 

March  6-8;  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Sat.,  6 

f.m.;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and 
:30  p.m.;  Just  for  the  Love  of 
Jesus  Ministries,  evangelistic 
team  from  Blanchard,  La., 
Jeffrey  Hughes,  pastor. 


Temple,  Big  Point  March  1-4; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Johnny  Lawrence, 
Birmingnam,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Randy  Carney,  Temple  Church, 
music;  "Common  Ground,"  spe¬ 
cial  music. 


Friendship,  McComb: 

March  6-8;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Barry  Corbett,  Kosciusko,  evan- 

felist;  Mark  A.  Moore, 

lcComb,  music;  LaVeme 
Summerlin,  pastor. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 


□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 


Surgery,  Ambiance.  Call  today  for  free  information: 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  U  U  U  il  f 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  OUttOTl  InSUTanCG 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  MarlcGting 

□  Medicare  Supplement  POBox  5127,  Brandon,  ms  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates!  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  tt  rl  IMMMTik 

on  prescription  ' 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 

age  65 
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TLW  speaker:  teens  not  'blue  light  special' 


f 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Even  if  she  received 
no  candy  for  Valentine's  Day,  a  50-year-old 
single  New  Orleans  author  and  stoiyteller 
said  she  would  go  to  bed  that  night  feeling 
like  the  Queen  of  Sheba. 

Her  sense  of  worth  does  not 


depend  on  a  man's  attention, 
said  Gwen  Williams.  A  rela- 
\  tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  is 
what  gives  her  confidence, 
she  said,  declaring  that  a 
commitment  to  Christ  is 
essential  for  young  peo- 
'  pie  wanting  to  keep  their 
pledge  to  wait  until  mar¬ 
riage  to  have  sex. 

"I  ain't  slept  with 
| y/  nobody  but  my  teddy 
bear  ...  and  that's  a  stuffed 
bear,"  Williams  told  1,100 
^  youth  attending  a  True  Love 
—  Waits  (TLW)  conference  at 
Greenforest  Community  Church  in 
suburban  Atlanta.  "Jesus  is  keeping  me, 
and  he  will  give  you  the  strength  to  wait." 

The  conference  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  True  Love  Waits  Goes 
Campus  campaign,  sponsored  by  the 


* 

* 


Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Launched  on 
Valentine's  Day  1997  and  held  again  Feb.  13, 
the  campaign  gives  teens  who  make  a 
pledge  to  sexual  abstinence  the  opportunity 
to  display  their  commitment  cards  at  school. 

Created  in  April  1993  by  Sunday  School 
Board  officials.  True  Love  Waits  is  an 
international  campaign  that  challenges 
teenagers  and  college  students  to  remain 
sexually  abstinent  until  marriage. 

Williams  acknowledged  that  sexual  sat¬ 
isfaction  can  be  a  temptation.  Yet  when 
she's  tempted,  "  the  Spint  of  God  says,  'You 
better  leave  that  alone.  That's  not  yours.' 
I'm  celibate  because  Christ  lives  in  me." 

Williams  noted  that  1  Peter  2:9  refers  to 
Christians  as  part  of  a  holy  nation  and 
royal  priesthood  and  that  the  psalmist  says 
God's  people  are  fearfully  and  wonderful¬ 
ly  made.  f'You  are  fantastic.  Quit  letting 
Satan  mess  with  you,"  she  said. 

A  healthy  self-image  is  an  important 
tool  for  teenagers  to  use  to  resist  sexual 
temptation,  Williams  said,  using  several 
analogies  to  make  her  point. 

"We  are  not  a  K-Mart  blue  light  special. 
You  say  you  want  to  try  before  you  buy. 


You  can  look,  but  you  don't  cook  your 
food  and  eat  it  before  you  pay  for  it." 

"Sometimes  I  get  to  the  gate  and  look 
out  because  I'm  curious,  but  the  Holy 
Spirit  pulls  me  in,"  she  said.  "Inside  the 


inside  tne  eate.  joy  is  insiae  me  gate. 

On  April  14,  True  Love  Waits  leaders  are 
expected  to  deliver  the  results  of  the  latest 
campaign  effort  True  Love  Waits  Goes 
Campus,  to  national  and  state  government 
leaders. 

Officials  are  hoping  to  have  two  figures 
—  those  who  participated  in  the  latest 
campaign  and  those  who  have  signed 
abstinence  pledges  since  the  movement 
was  created  in  1993. 

Individuals  who  have  signed  abstinence 
pledges  in  the  past  and  schools,  churches  or 
clubs  that  participated  in  the  Goes  Campus 
event  this  year  may  fax  their  reports  to  (615) 
251-2830,  send  them  via  e-mail  to  truelove- 
waits@bssb.com,  or  issue  them  electronical¬ 
ly  through  an  on-line  reporting  mechanism 
at  www5ssb.com/tlw.baseJitm. 

For  more  information,  call  1-800-LUV 
WAIT. 


Minister  urges  parents  to  practice  what  they  preach 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Parents 
must  structure  their  families 
around  biblical  principles  if 
they  expect  to  survive  as  family 
units,  a  minister,  husband,  ana 
father  told  100  parents  and 
youth  leaders  Feb.  14. 


TAKING  THE  PLEDGE— 
Chris  Newcome  (right)  signs  a 
True  Love  Waits  pledge  card  as 
Crystal  James  staples  already- 
signed  cards  to  stakes  for  a  dis¬ 
play  Feb.  1 3  at  McGavock  High 
School  in  Nashville.  During 
lunch  periods  the  week  of  Feb. 
9-13,  James  set  up  a  True  Love 
Waits  display  table  giving  class¬ 
mates  the  opportunity  to  sign  a 
commitment  to  sexual  absti¬ 
nence  until  marriage.  (BP  photo 
by  Jim  Veneman) 


"The  family's  ability  to  with¬ 
stand  the  world's  destructive 
pressure  is  directly  related  to  the 
position  of  authority  Christ  has 
in  your  household,"  Pennon 
Lockhart  said  during  a  True 
Love  Waits  conference  at 
Greenforest  Community  Baptist 
Church  in  College  Park,  Ga. 

The  conference  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  annual 
True  Love  Waits  Goes  Campus 
campaign,  sponsored  by  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"We  live  in  a  world  that 
destroys  families,"  Lockhart 
said,  listing  as  family  enemies 
materialism,  divorce,  homosex¬ 
uality,  humanism,  media  mes¬ 
sages  about  what  should  be  glo¬ 
rified,  public  education  without 


The  Baptist  Rbcord- 


biblical  foundations  and  drug, 
alcohol,  and  tobacco  abuse. 

Using  Ephesians  4  as  text, 
Lockhart  said  parents  need  to 
be  honest  with  their  children, 
and  honesty  includes  practic¬ 
ing  what  you  preach. 

"No  matter  how  good  the 
content  of  our  verbal  lessons, 
our  children  will  learn  primarily 
from  the  way  we  live.  You  say 
you  drink,  but  you  don't  want 
your  children  to  drink.  It  doesn't 
work  that  way,"  Lockhart  said. 

Children  will  get  false  cues 
from  the  world  and  sometimes 
the  church,  Lockhart  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  one  area  where  the 
church  is  at  fault  is  asking  a 
sports  or  television  star  who 
has  recently  confessed  Christ  as 
Savior  to  talk  to  youth. 

That  person  is  a  babe  in  Christ 
and  needs  to  mature  before  he 
becomes  a  spokesperson  for  the 
gospel,  Lockhart  said.  Youth  also 
need  reality  checks  when  it 
comes  to  superstars. 

Of  the  youth  who  graduate 
from  high  school  and  play  bas¬ 
ketball  in  college,  only  nine  or 
10  of  that  million  will  be  pro¬ 
fessional  players,  and  half  of 
them  wont  be  starters. 

"They  have  a  better  chance 
of  being  an  aeronautical  engi¬ 
neer,"  Lockhart  said. 

The  Ephesians  passage  also 
admonisnes  Christian  to  refrain 
from  sinning  in  anger  and  to 
settle  disputes  quickly. 

"You  can  express  displea¬ 
sure  with  a  given  activity,  but 
there  are  limits  on  how  far  you 
can  go,"  he  said. 

From  verse  29,  Lockhart  said 
parents  need  to  speak  to  their 
children  with  affirmation.  "To 
condemn  them  created  a  track 
in  the  child's  mind.  It  programs 
them"  to  think  negatively 
about  themselves,  he  said. 

The  biblical  picture  of  family 
is  built  on  love,  Lockhart  said. 

"Love  is  something  you  do. 


and  something  you  do  consis¬ 
tently.  When  you  make  mis¬ 
takes,  go  back  and  correct 
them.  Love  never  fails.  Love 
abides." 

Created  in  April  1993  by 


Sunday  School  Board,  True 
Love  Waits  is  an  international 
campaign  that  challenges 
teenagers  and  college  students 
to  remain  sexually  abstinent 
until  marriage. 


jk  Ak  iigf 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 

1  am  a  recovering  alcoholic 
who  is  tempted  to  drink  whenev¬ 
er  I  get  depressed  —  almost  like  a 
demonic  possession.  When  I  am 
not  depressed,  these  thoughts 
never  occur  to  me. 

The  real  issue  for  you  is  the 
depression.  You  should  imme¬ 
diately  consult  your  physician 
and  describe  what  you  are 
going  through.  Depression  is  a 
clinical  condition  that  can  be 
treated  in  many  cases. 
Depression  has  been  defined  as 
"frozen  rage,"  and  "anger  turn¬ 
er  inward."  It  is  often  caused 
by  feelings  of  being  over¬ 
whelmed,  trying  to  deal  with 
the  pressure,  and  not  getting 
any  relief.  This  downward  pro¬ 
gression  results  in  discourage¬ 
ment  and  depression,  and  tne 
affected  person  seeks  escape 
outlets  such  as  drinking.  There 
is  a  real  sense  of  grief,  so  it  is 
important  to  remember  our 
Lord's  beatitude  on  mourning: 
"Blessed  are  those  who  mourn, 
for  they  shall  be  comforted." 
(Matt.  5:4  NTV)  Your  condition 
could  be  felt  as  oppression.  You 
are  frightened  and  over¬ 
whelmed.  Pray  for  strength  to 
overcome  this  condition,  and 


don't  wait  any  longer  to  talk 
with  your  physician. 

Sexual  temptation  is  ruining 
my  otherwise  "storybook"  life. 
More  than  anything  else  in  my 
life,  I  want  to  control  these  urges. 

Study  1  Cor.  10:13,  James 
4:7,  and  1  Peter  5:8-9.  You  are 
not  alone;  the  temptations  you 
are  experiencing  are  present  in 
all  of  us.  In  analyzing  this 
problem,  you  must  truthfully 
ask  yourself  if  this  is  a  biolog¬ 
ical/hormonal  problem  or 
simply  a  regression  to  sinful 
behavior  from  which  you  once 
derived  pleasure  or  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Most  people  cannot 
defeat  these  urges  on  their 
own,  and  Christian  counsel¬ 
ing  is  strongly  recommended. 
(Everyone  expects  a  counselor 
to  recommend  counseling,  but 
it's  really  not  as  bad  as  a  tax 
audit.)  Christian  counseling 
can  help  you  understand  the 
roots  of  your  sexual  tempta¬ 
tions  and  guide  you  toward 
appropriate  expressions  of 
your  sexuality.  With  counsel¬ 
ing,  you  may  even  discover 
these  feelings  are  quite  normal 
—  and  controllable. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


♦ 
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ers  pray  &  worship,  study  shows 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Teenagers  who  take  a  pledge  of 
virginity,  have  loving  parents, 
ana  regard  religion  ana  prayer 
as  important  are  the  least  likely 

of  all  adolescents  to _ 

report  engaging  in 
early  sexual  behav¬ 
ior,  according  to  a 
recent ^gtudy  report¬ 
ed  m  the  Journal  of  —  f» 
the  American  jjJL 

Medical  Association.  •  ■■ 

Conversely,  Lgmgr 
teenagers  who  ap-  m 
pear  older  than  their  a 
peers,  work  20  or  I 
more  hours  a  vveek  ■ -f*  fiSjBr 
and  have  same-sex  [1  nH| 
attractions  or  behav- 
tors  are  more  likely  to 
ha\  e  reported  having  L 
sex  at  an  earlier  age,  HJjgSIfyy*  . 
according  to  the  ted- 


ment/ connectedness  to  parents 
family  and  school. 

•  High  grade-point  averages 
in  school  work. 

•  Appearing  younger  than 

peers  of  same  age. 

!  •  Level  of  impor 

tance  given  to  reli- 
Wmmms  if  gion  and  prayer. 

'*1  “Among  the 
I  almost  88'’,,  who 
'■'/A&tifr  reported  having  a 
U  religion,  those  who 

rlBH to  religion  and 
prayer  tended  to 
na\’t'  a  later  age  of 
daSHl  sexual  dehut  and 
were  less  likely  to 
§ws|§*^jBuse  all  substances," 
vr|  I  the  study  reported. 


/  Q^> 

H^quests  the  Honor; 
ofybtir  Presence  L 
ihHeaven!  ^ 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(/  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(7  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  righrto  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for  Jesus  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Meanwhile,  teens 
who  worked  at  least 
20  hours  a  week  and 
looked  older  than 
their  friends  were  at 
higher  health  risks, 
the  study  claimed. 

"...  Twenty  or 
more  hours  per 
week  of  work  dur¬ 
ing  the  teenage 
years  is  associated 
with  higher  levels 


referred  to  as*  “Adel  I 

Health").  ’  f  .  , 

The  research  wasl1>;*  A  .*  %’ ■ 
conducted  to  identi- M  ,  \ 
fy  risks  to  adolescent  .u'G 

health  and  to  pin- H  - 
point  specific  factors 

Sd  .  ™ING  ™  "«H 

The  Add  Health  L°ve  Wa,ts  pled8e  cards  a 
study  ltXi  ar^  -here  ‘hey  are  students.  Si 

emotional  health  of  P  Tr“f  LoYftWa,ts  p  € 
teenagers  and  Palely  commit  to^ual 

inclina  tion  toward  — — - - - — — — * — 

violence,  substance  abuse",  and  making  vii 
sexual  behavior.  Taking  a  pled 

The  group  of  90,118  students  the  highest  in 
who  completed  the  initial  ques-  would  not  enj 
tionnaire  represented  all  U.S.  al  behavior,  tl 
students  in  grades  seven  "This  rest 
through  12.  major,  secula 

Approximately  17%  of  sev-  ment  that  ma 
enth-  and  eight-graders  sur-  abstinence  is 
veyed  and  almost  half  (49.8%)  factor  influi 
of  ninth-  through  12th-graders  behavior,"  sai 
said  they  had  engaged  in  sexu-  founding  c 
al  intercourse. 

However,  those  ■  <^|t^£|t 

who  reported  they!  ./  d 


North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill. 

A  total  of  12,118 
teens  in  grades  seven 
through  12  complet¬ 
ed  a  90-minute,  in- 
home  interview. 

That  group  was 
drawn  from  a  total 
group  of  90,118  stu¬ 
dents  from  high 
schools  across  the 
country  who  com¬ 
pleted  a  30-minute 
questionnaire. 

On  April  14,  True 
Love  Waits  leaders 
are  expected  to 
(deliver  tne  results  of 
the  latest  campaign 
.effort.  True  Love 
Waits  Goes  Campus, 
to  national  and  state 
government  leaders. 

Officials  are  hop- 


had  taken  a  pledge 
to  virginity  were  at 
"significantly  lower 
risk  of  early  age  sex¬ 
ual  debur  —  a  fact 
that  did  not  seem  to 
surprise  the  authors 
of  tne  study. 

"We  expect  that 
young  people  who 
indicate  they  have 
taken  a  public  or 
written  virginity 
pledge  hold  a  certain 
set  of  beliefs  about 
themselves,  about 
relationships,  about 
adolescent  sexual 
behaviors, "said 
Michael  D  Resnick, 
director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Teen  Pregnan¬ 
cy  Prevention  Re¬ 
search  Center,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minneso¬ 
ta,  and  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  study. 

"We  also  expect 
that  these  young  peo¬ 
ple  would  indeed  be 


ing  have  two 

*♦* _ ; _ ^  ..uLAf  ..  ‘  ‘■"vT «  "•  b< 

participated  in  th« 
latest  campaign  and 

A  group  of  Greenbrier  High  School  students  who  staked' those  •*  Who-  have 


PRAYING  THE  PLEDGE  — i  w  _ 

True  Love  Waits  pledge  cards  around  the  flagpole  at  their  school  Feb.  1 3  pray  for  the  sex 
ual  abstinence  campaign  before  heading  to  class.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


February  26, 1998 


-TH^'BAP+lSt-  RECORD 


Internet  seen  as  key  anti-gambling  weapon 


Students 
challenged  to 
evangelize 

MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  — 
More  than  400  university  stu¬ 
dents  were  challenged  to  invest 
their  lives  in  the  "10/40 
Window"  during  Beyond  '98, 
the  annual  missions  conference 
at  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  Feb.  1 3-1 5. 

With  its  highest  attendance  in 
recent  years,  the  event  aimed 
students  toward  service  in  an 
area  that  stretches  from  northern 
Africa  through  the  Middle  East 
and  southern  Asia.  —  the  land 
mass  between  40  degrees  and 
10  degrees  latitude  above  the 
equator  that  represents  more 
than  2,100  people  groups,  total¬ 
ing  nearly  2  billion  people,  who 
have  little  access  to  the  gospel. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  the  same  way 
anti-tobacco  forces  used  subpoena  power  to 
prove  that  tobacco  companies  knew  their 
products  were  addictive,  the  same  strategy 
also  may  prove  effective  with  the  gambling 
industry,  according  to  testimony  posted  on 
the  Internet  site  of  the  nation's  leading  anti¬ 
gambling  organization. 

"We  believe  that  documents  exist  which 
prove  that  the  leaders  of  the  gambling 
industry  are  also  fully  aware  of  the  nature 
of  their  product,"  Bernard  Horn,  communi¬ 
cations  director  for  the  Washington-based 
Coalition  Against  Legalized  Gambling 
(NCALG),  said  while  testifying  before  the 
National  Gambling  Impact  Study 
Commission  last  August. 

"They  know  that  many  of  their  customers 
suffer  from  gambling  addiction,  a  medically 
recognized  mental  disorder,"  Horn  testified. 
"They  know  that  a  huge  percentage  of  their 
profits  are  earned  from  gambling  addicts. 
And  they  respond  by  designing  gambling 
games  and  establishments  in  ways  to 
encourage  and  exploit  this  addiction." 

Horn  s  complete  testimony  is  one  of 
many  resources  NCALG  offers  via  its  site 
on  the  Internet's  World  Wide  Web. 

The  site  —  ncalg.org  —  is  among  a 
growing  number  of  websites  in  which  anti¬ 
gambling  groups  can  gamer  much-needed 
resources  to  combat  legalized  gambling. 


NCALG  offers  free  fact  sheets,  article 
excerpts  from  national  publications,  statis¬ 
tics,  poll  results,  and  quotes  from  noted 
experts. 

Perhaps  just  as  importantly,  the  organi¬ 
zation's  website  provides  e-mail  addresses 
and  telephone  numbers  for  President 
Clinton,  vice  President  Gore,  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress,  and  major  news  media 
outlets  ranging  from  Newsweek  to  Rush 
Limbaugh,  additionally  giving  tips  on  how 
to  write  effective  letters  to  legislators  and 
the  news  media. 

NCALG  also  states  it  will  provide 
research  and  technical  and  fund-raising 
support  to  state  groups  battling  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  gambling.  The  site  is  interactive  as 
well  (e-mail  at  ncalg@nclag.org). 

Over  the  past  two  years,  NCALG  and  its 
affiliates  have  beaten  the  gambling  indus¬ 
try  in  statewide  gambling  referenda  in 
Florida,  Oklahoma,  Colorado,  Wyoming, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Minnesota. 

The  organization  also  has  scored  legisla¬ 
tive  victories  in  27  states  during  the  same 
period. 

The  gambling  industry,  meanwhile, 
maintains  more  than  a  dozen  websites,  yet 
"despite  massive  efforts  by  the  gambling 
promoters,  only  one  state  legalized  casinos 
or  slot  machines  in  1995-96,  NCALG  stat¬ 
ed  in  one  of  its  website  press  releases. 


Among  other  NCALG  goals  noted  on  its 
website: 

♦  Fighting  for  a  new  federal  law  to  cur¬ 
tail  gambling  mania.  (In  1974  $17  billion 
was  legally  wagered  in  the  United  States. 
By  1995  it  was  over  $500  billion.) 

♦  Reaching  out  to  other  national,  state 
and  local  groups  for  support,  especially  in 
the  fields  of  retail  business,  entertainment, 
mental  health,  and  law  enforcement. 

♦  Acting  as  a  clearinghouse  through  its 
National  Information  Center  and  anti-gam¬ 
bling  Internet  site. 

Anti-gambling  groups  in  individual 
states  are  discovering  the  power  of  the 
internet  as  well.  One  such  group, 
Oklahomans  Against  Casinos  (OAC), 
launched  its  own  website  —  www.no-casi- 
nos.org  —  prior  to  the  Feb.  10  statewide 
referendum  on  legalized  gambling. 

The  site  included  quotes  from  me  state's 
political  leaders  who  oppose  casinos,  anti¬ 
gambling  editorials  from  newspapers  from 
around  the  state  and  a  list  of  more  than  100 
state  lawmakers  who  oppose  legalized 
gambling. 

"Today's  technology  offers  a  powerful 
means  of  communicating  with  voters," 
Oklahoma  state  Rep.  Forrest  Claunch, 
OAC  chairman,  told  the  Oklahoma  Baptist 
Messenger,  newsjoumal  of  Oklahoma 
Baptist,  prior  to  the  Feb.  10  referendum. 
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Community  Insurance  . 352-9333 
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842-0009 

MORTON 
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Dennis  Bjuden 

Sr.  Career  Sales  Manager 
PO.  Box  54306 
Jackson.  MS  39208 
601-939-9300 


The  Baptist  Record- 


♦ 


•  February  26, 1998 


Life  and  Work 


his  presence.  He  told  her 
she  was  the  recipient  of 
God's  wonderful  grace 
and  that  soon  she  would 
birth  his  Son,  Jesus.  God 
caught  Mary  by  surprise. 
Although  she  had  been 
longing  for  the  Messiah's 
arrivallike  the  other  Jews, 
she  never  dreamed  she 
would  be  involved  in  his 
physical  delivery.  And 
j  a  virgin,  that  was  virtual- 
you  were,  you  will  have  a  piv-  ly  impossible, 
otal  role  in  the  Messiah's  birth?"  God  continues  to  surprise  his 
That  was  Mary's  experience;  people  today,  catching  mem  off 
one  that  she  would  nev’er  forget,  guard  and  inviting  them  to  do 
It  was  the  day  God  burst  forth  extraordinary  things  for  him. 
into  her  life  and  invited  her  He  is  full  of  mystery.  His  ways, 
toward  a  new  direction,  a  new  and  thoughts  are  far  above  ours, 
identity.  Our  God  still  visits  his  But  in  his  mercy  and  grace,  he 
children.  He  comes  into  our  rou-  continues  to  stoop  low  and 
tine,  mundane  days  and  solicits  invite  us  to  be  major  players  in 
us  for  his  divine  purposes.  accomplishing  his  purposes. 

Surprise  message  (1:29-33).  Are  you  ready  for  God  to 
Mary  was  astonished  at  what  explode  upon  the  scenes  of  your 
her  ears  were  hearing.  She  life  and  use  you  for  his  glory? 
struggled  to  make  sense  of  the  Sufficient  Power  (1:34-37). 
heavenly  encounter.  Gabriel  although  Mary  was  elated  at 
quickly  calmed  Mary's  fears  the  news  that  sne  would  moth- 


wrestled  with  the  methodology  and  follow  his  plan  without 
of  how  this  would  take  place  in  question.  Like  Isaiah  who  said 
light  of  her  virginity.  The  angel  to  God,  "Here  I  am,  send  me", 
gently  responded  to  Mary's  Mary  made  herself  available, 
inquiry  by  assuring  her  God's  We  should  do  likewise.  Let  us 
Spirit  would  provide  what  was  not  alibi  and  make  excuses 
needed  for  the  Immaculate  when  divine  opportunities 
Conception.  To  prove  God's  arise,  but  embrace  them  and 
capability  and  dependability,  experience  God's  rich  blessings 
Gabriel  told  Mary  that  her  that  come  to  those  who  obey, 
cousin  Elizabeth  in  her  old  Spontaneous  Joy  (1:46-49). 
age"  was  six  months  with  child.  Gabriel's  revelation  to  Mary 
Never  doubt  your  heavenly  was  too  exciting  to  contain.  Her 
Father's  abilities,  for  truly  news  had  to  De  shared  and 
"nothing  is  impossible  with  what  better  place  to  start  than 
God."  Our  father  delights  in  with  family.  She  scurried  off  to 
dazzling  us  with  his  provi-  cousin  Elizabeth's  house  and 
dence.  He  loves  to  blaze  trails  upon  entering  her  home,  a 
and  paths  for  us  where  there  great  celebration  erupted.  A 
are  none.  Providing  needed  heavenly  joy  was  in  the  air. 
power  and  energy  for  his  chil-  They  were  totally  absorbed  in 
dren  is  God's  specialty'.  So  don't  the  fact  .that  Goa  was  working 
be  overwhelmed  when  God  in  their  lives, 
requests  you  to  attempt  the  God's  children  should  con- 
impossible.  Just  realize  the  stantly  be  celebrating  the 
Lord  of  the  impossible  accom-  Lord's  activity  in  their  lives, 
panies  you  on  your  mission.  The  fact  that  some  Christians 
Submissive  Response  are  not  or  cannot  may  indicate 
(1:38).  Mary's  response  to  a  disobedient  heart. 

God's  reauest  inspires  us  to  Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
simply  take  God  at  his  word  Road  Church,  Jackson. 


Mary:  A  new  and 
unexpected  direction 

Luke  1:26-38,  46-49 


By  Jim  Burnett 


Burnett 


Explore  the  Bible 

Responding  to  the  Savior 

Matthew  1:18-23;  2:1-2, 10-11 

human  and  totally 


1:13).  However,  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  name,  Jesus, 
(Greek)  or  Joshua 
(Hebrew),  Matthew 
spelled  out  clearly  — 
because  he  will  save  his 
people  from  their  sins. 
The  birth  was  unique  as 
was  the  life  mission  to 
save  mankind  from 
their  sins. 

A  promise  kept  (1:22- 
23).  God  has  faithfully  Kept  any 
promise  he  made  and  — 
through  the  birth  of  his  Son  — 
he  kept  the  promise  he  made 

„*  ’*  .  i 

(7:14).  Almost  800  years  prior 
to  this  event  God  had  over  and 
over  reminded  his 
he  would  send  a  Messiah  to 
redeem  them.  The  birth 
also  the  fulfillment  of  the 
Abrahamic  covenant  that  he 
would  bless  Abraham  and  that 
Abraham  would  be  a 
pattern  in  to  all  mankind, 
see  Luke  Sought  by  Gentiles  (2:1-2) 


The  first  visitors  to  the  humble  very  valuable  gifts  to  him  from 
birthplace  were  simple  Jewish  their  treasure, 
shepherds.  In  these  verses,  Herod  had  a  very  different 
Matthew  told  of  the  visit  of  the  reaction  to  Jesus.  For  Herod, 
wisemen  from  the  east.  Jesus  was  a  threat  with  which 
Matthew  does  not  identify  the  he  must  deal.  Herod  like  all 
wisemen  by  their  name  nor  other  despots  reacted  by  t- 
does  he  tell  us  how  many  of  ing  to  put  the  king-child  to 
them  there  were.  Because  they  death. 

offered  three  kinds  of  gifts,  we  It  is  my  opinion  that  these 
have  assumed  that  they  were  two  ancient  responses  to 
three  in  number.  However,  Jesus  are  the  very  same 
Matthew  did  identify  the  responses  that  modern 
wisemen  as  non-Jews  or  mankind  gives  to  Jesus.  We 
Gentiles.  I  believe  Matthew  respond  to  his  love  and  sac- 
intended  to  demonstrate  the  rifice  by  accepting  him  as 
universal  interest  in  the  birth  the  Messiah  who  came  to 
of  a  savior.  save  us  from  our  sin.  Or,  we 

Response  to  Jesus  (2:10-11).  reject  the  savior  and  do 
le  that  More  than  once  in  the  second  everything  in  our  power  to 
chapter,  Matthew  related  that  destroy  him. 
was  the  wisemen  had  traveled  and  Later  in  the  scripture,  Jesus 
searched  for  the  one  bom  king  says  that  we  arc  cither  for  him 
of  the  Jews  in  order  to  worship  or  against  him.  I  earnestly 
him.  Evidently,  the  wisemen  hope  that  you  are  worship¬ 
blessing  recognized  that  he  was  worthy  ping  Jesus! 

of  adoration.  They  continued  Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
to  worship  him  by  offering  Church,  Grenada. 


By  Harold  W.  Simmons 


~  '  divine.  To  have  true  | 
a  new  identification  with 
survey  mankind,  this  savior 
Tie  first  must  become  like  as 
on  the  we  are  in  all  ways.  To  be  the 
is.  This  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  he  must 
on  the  be  totally  sinless  and  without 

blame.  Therefore,  the  sacrifice  t  _ _ 

:eption  must  be  divine,  for  only  God  through  the'  prophet  Isaiah 
re  and  is  perfect  and  without  sin.  ~ 

d  been  To  save  us  from  our  sin 
ois  cir-  (1:21).  The  birth  event 
mother  involved  the  whole  family.  She 
believe  (Mary)  will  give  birth  to  a  son, 
il  birth  and  you  (Joseph)  are  to  give 
most  him  the  name  Jesus...  (1:21a 
intro1-  NIV).  The  process  of  birth  and 
to  the  naming  of  the  child  appears  to 
of  God  be  the  norman 
totally  Jewish  families 


Simmons 


Family  Bible  Series 

Sharing  the  Good  News 

Mark  1:1,  4,  7-20 

By  Debbie  Sills _  the  good  news  about 

Jesus,  the  Son  of  God.[^J^|^ 

Mark,  the  shortest  and  sim-  Mark  directed  his 

f)lest  of  the  four  gospels,  gives  a  words  to  an  audience  5,1 
ast  paced  look  at  the  life  of  that  knew  little  about 
Christ.  He  tells  the  story  of  the  Old  Testament  theology.  He 
servant  who  constantly  minis-  needed  to  present  Jesus  to  them 
ters  to  others  through  his  not  only  as  a  good  man  who1 
actions.  Unlike  the  other  once  walked  the  face  of  the  earth 
gospels,  Mark  is  a  topical  narra-  with  them,  but  as  the  Son  of  God. 
five  of  Christ's  teaching  and  He  is  divine.  The  going  trend  is  a 
works.  Mark  recalls  eighteen  lack  of  basic  knowledge  of  what 
miracles  in  his  book  to  demon-  is  in  the  Bible.  Many  do  not  even 
strate  not  only  the  power  of  have  a  concept  of  Jesus  being  a 
Christ,  but  also  his  compassion  part  of  the  trinity.  Mark  reminds 
for  others.  As  we  study  Mark  us  of  his  deity, 
over  the  next  few  weeks,  we  will  A  Preacher  (1:4).  The  next  Spirit.  Jesus  gives  us  the  power 
see  the  Lord  vividly  portrayed  few  verses  give  an  account  of  to  live  righteously.  Through 
as  a  servant  and  a  sacrifice.  the  ministry  of  John  the  Jesus,  we  nave  the  strength  to 

A  Plan  (1:1).  Mark's  plan  for  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  the  shine  our  light  even  when 
writing  this  gospel  was  to  share  Messiah.  John  the  Baptist  darkness  is  all  around  us. 


preached  that  people  A  Person  (1:9-15).  We  have  him.  Jesus  presented  to  the 
would  be  forgiven  if  studied  many  times  about  four  fishermen  a  call  to  join 
they  repented  of  their  Jesus'  baptism  and  know  it  him  in  his  mission  to  proclaim 
sins.  He  preached  they  marked  tne  beginning  of  his  the  kingdom  of  God.  They  did 
should  be  baptized  as  a  ministry.  It  established  his  deity  not  hesitate,  but  followed 
sign  of  their  repentance,  and  the  role  of  Messiah.  But  immediately.  They  had  a  pur- 
A  Prophecy  (1:7-8).  Jesus  was  also  baptized  as  a  pose  in  life.  Often  times  we 
Many  people  feel  over-  repenting  soul.  His  baptism  reel  we  have  no  purpose  or 
whelmed  by  their  cir-  also  was  a  baptism  of  the  con-  meaning  in  our  lives.  We 
cumstances.  Each  of  us  fession  of  sins.  But  the  repen-  search  and  try  different  things 
5tru8gle  live  by  the  tance  and  confession  of  sins  looking  for  something  to  make 
godly  standards  set  were  not  for  himself.  In  that  us  feellike  we  have  a  reason  to 
us  in  the  Bible.  When  moment  he  identified  himself  be  here.  We  want  to  make  a 
tion  and  anger  over-  with  the  multitudes  who  had  difference  in  what  we  do,  but 
us,  it  is  easy  to  revert  been  assembling  for  baptism,  we  have  no  joy  in  our  life, 
a  our  old  ways  of  han-  In  this  passage  we  see  perhaps  Jesus  gives  us  purpose  and 
hings.  Many  realize  they  the  greatest  sight  of  the  Son  of  meaning  in  each  of  our  lives. 

have  the  strength  ana  Goat  He  took  upon  himself  the  We  are  to  follow  him  and  share 
ter  to  live  a  godly  life,  burden  of  human  sin  as  if  it  the  good  news  about  Christ 
le  Baptist  realized  Jesus'  were  his  own  sin.  He  then  went  with  others.  There  is  no  greater 
and  told  the  people  one  out  and  began  fo  xtrocl^im  the  joy  and  fulfillment  than  what 
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Teens,  adults  among  faithful  'Veggie'  fans 


By  Urn  Ellsworth 

The  Illinois  Baptist 


when  Vischer,  31,  put  an  idea  puter  in  his  spare  bedroom.  He 
into  motion.  He  had  previously  hired  two  guys  to  help  out,  and 
worked  in  the  corporate  world  the  trio  finished  the  first  video  a 
as  a  computer  animator  but  week  before  Christmas  that  year, 
had  always  "wanted  to  tell  sto-  Vischer,  a  little  disgusted 
ries  and  use  characters  with  Christian  publishers, 

that  could  teach  kids  decided  to  distribute  the 

things,"  he  said.  VeggieTales  video  himself.  He 

Because  the  took  500  orders  over  the 

technology  phone  and  shipped  the  500 

videos  two  days  before 
Christmas. 


tuiu  DUD  are  urerry  mucn  oral-  popularity  ot  Veggie  tales  among 
nary,  run-of-the-mill,  next-door  teens  ana  young  adults  to  the 
neighbor  type  of  guys  —  for  the  cynical,  sarcastic  nature  of  many 
most  part.  They're  friendly,  in  the  younger  generations, 
cheerful,  and  likable.  Vischer  said  a  lot  of  chil- 

Except,  they're  vegetables.  dren's  entertainment,  like 
Larry  the  Cucumber  and  Barney  and  Mr.  Rogers,  is  com- 
Bob  the  Tomato  are  the  two  pletely  sincere.  With  the  break- 
stars  of  "VeggieTales,"  a  hit  down  of  the  family  in  the  past 
video  series  created  primarily  few  years,  however,  young 
for  children  which  teaches  adults  have  become  suspicious 
Bible  and  moral  lessons.  of  sincerity. 

The  nine  videos,  produced  "We  try  to  walk  a  line 
by  Big  Idea  Productions  of  halfway  in  between  Mr.  Mm 
Chicago,  have  sold  2.7  million  Rogers  and  Ren  and 
copies  in  four  years.  Stimpy,"  Vischer 

Even  though  Larry  and  Bob  said.  "If  you're 
are  exceptionally  popular  with  never  sincere,  you  k 
kids,  they've  also  been  can  never  teach  Mb  fSfi 
embraced  by  another  group  anyone  any-  y 

pretty  far  removed  from  chif-  thing.  If  you're 
dren  —  teens  and  young  adults,  completely  sin- 

"My  kids  just  love  it,"  said  cere,  people  'wf, 

Grant  Medford,  youth  minister  can't  stand  it.  JHj 

from  Calvary  Church,  Alton,  Bv  striking  thefc/j  JflH 
Ill.,  referring  to  his  youth  group,  balance,  we  are 
"We  watch  them  over  and  over  able  to  create 
again.  I  think  they're  great."  product  people^^^^^^- 
Rachel  Hamilton,  a  sopho-  like  because  of  the^B%sg£- 
more  at  Glenwood  High  humor,  but  then 
School,  Chatham,  Ill.,  took  one  can  stop  on  a  dime  and^^^^^ 
of  her  VeggieTales  videos  to  her  communicate  truth." 

Spanish  class.  The  video  con-  Vischer  said  Big  Idea 
tained  a  song,  "Dance  of  the  Productions  is  "giving  people 
Cucumber,"  sung  mainly  in  what  they  need  and  at  the  same 
Spanish.  time  giving  them  what  thev 


te  for  the  idea 
to  catch  on  with 
consumers.  "When 
they  first 


w  came  out 

four  or  five 

wMMBMHBMHB  years  ago,  they 

didn't  do  any- 
“*»  djt’l#5,  thing  here,"  said 

^ jr  Sharon  Frossard,  manag- 
er  of  the  Baptist  Book  Store 
in  Carterville,  ill. 

Liter  ani-  "They  were  real  slow  to 
:ome  up  catch  on.  My  first  reaction  was, 
s  "limb-  'Who  wants  a  video  about  a 
without  bunch  of  vegetables?"'  she  said, 
initially  Since  then,  primarily  by 
ig  candy  word  of  mouth,  Vischer  said, 
1  moms  the  popularity  of  VeggieTales 
lea.  has  exploded. 

•  vegeta-  A  year  ago,  Vischer  had  nine 
created  people  on  staff  at  Big  Idea.  He 
cumber,  now  has  40  people  working  for 
n  creat-  him.  Word  Music,  meanwhile, 
Larry's  handles  the  distribution. 

"I  can't  keep  them  in  stock," 
Frossard  said.  "I  place  a  Word 
Music  order  every  other  week, 
and  I  order  VeggieTales  videos 
every  time  I  order.  They're  a 
constant  seller." 

Most  of  the  VeggieTales 
videos  tell  a  Bible  story  — 
"Josh  and  the  Big  Wall"  is 
about  the  fall  of  Jericho;  "Dave 
and  the  Giant  Pickle"  is  about 
David  and  Goliath 

Others  teach  moral  lessons: 
"Larry  Boy  and  the  Fib  from 
Outer  Space"  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  telling  the  truth. 
All  the  videos  contain  a  num¬ 
ber  of  catchy  songs. 

While  Vischer  includes  a  lot 
of  humor  in  the  stories,  he  is 
careful  not  to  obstruct  truth 
with  humor. 

"You  always  have  to  know 
what  is  sacred,"  he  said.  "When 
we  are  in  a  teaching  method, 
there  are  no  jokes. 

"I  don't  think  we  ever  make 
fun  of  the  truth  behind  the  story, 
but  you  can  put  interesting 
characters  into  the  story,  ana 
July  1993,  Vischer  they  can  react  in  very  funny 
lis  job  and  went  to  ways,"  Vischer  continued. 

full  time  on  ''Anything  that  isn't  sacred 
?Tales,  using  a  com-  you  can  have  fun  with." 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 
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Occupations  Crossword 


OWPV  KXY:  YRYUYX 


Clue:  L  =  T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
bet>n  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Matthew  One 
Twenty-Three 


any  hands  with  which  to 
communicate.  "He  just 
came  to  life,"  Vischer  said. 
"He  was  tall  and  skinny, 
so  we  needed  someone 
short  and  round." 

Thus,  Bob  the  Tomato 
came  to  life  shortly  there¬ 
after,  followed  by  a  sup¬ 
porting  cast  of  gourds, 
f>eas,  and  other  vegetables. 

Vischer  pitched  the 
VeggieTales  idea  to  a 
number  of  Christian  pub¬ 
lishers.  "Everyone  liked 
the  idea,  but  no  one  want¬ 
ed  to  put  money  into  it," 
he  saia. 

Discouraged,  Vischer 
gave  up  on  the  idea  for  a 
while.  He  finally  decided 
to  try  it  again,  after  a 
number  of  friends  and 
family  invested  money  in 
his  idea.  "Friends  and 
family  just  pitched  in 
because  they  thought  it 
was  too  important  not  to 


AICIRIOISIS^ 

3.  Christians  receive  the  Spirit  of  this. 
(Rom.  8:15) 

8.  Children  of  wicked  men  do  this. 

(Ps.  109:10) 

11.  Gioeon  went  up  by  this  route  and  routed 
an  army,  (singular)  (Judg.  8:11) 

12.  Manasseh  was  a  maker  of  these. 

(2  Chron.  33:22) 

14.  Jesus  did  this  on  the  throne.  (Rev.  3:21) 

15.  Birds  will  eat  this  at  the  great  supper 
of  God.  (singular]  (Rev.  19:18) 

16.  To  bury  Gog,  Israel  will  do  this  regularly 
with  men.  (Ezek.  39:14) 

18.  Jesus  made  us  to  be  a  kingdom  and 
these.  (Rev.  1 :6) 

19.  Jehoiakim  became  this  under 
Nebuchadnezzar.  (Zech.  12:4) 

20.  When  Jerusalem  is  made  an  immovable 
rock;  every  one  of  these  wilt  be  struck 
with  madness.  (Zech.  12:4) 

21.  Amaziah  told  Amos  to  do  this  with 
bread  in  Judah.  (Amos  7:12) 

22.  This  will  be  cut  off  from  Babylon;  it  will 
be  done  to  her  as  she  dfcl  tor  oVws. 

(Jer.  50:16) 

23.  Jesus  was  led  as  a  lamb  before  this. 
(Acts  8:32) 

24.  Joseph  was  in  charge  of  all  men  here. 
(Gen.  39:22) 

25.  When  the  master  returns  from  the 
wedding  banquet  he  will  dress 
himself  to  do  this.  (Luke  12:37) 


D  I  O  I  W I  N  f 

1.  Joseph’s  position  in  Egypt.  (Gen.  42:6) 

2.  Jesus'  father  is  this.  (John  15:1) 

4.  This  person  in  the  church  must  be 
above  reproach.  (I  Tim.  3:2) 

5.  King  Xerxes  told  these  to  seme  each  man  in 
the  citadel  of  Susa  what  he  wished.  (Est  1 :8) 

6.  James,  Peter  and  John  were  reputed  to 
be  these.  (Gal.  2:9) 

7.  Solomon’s  men  worked  with  these 
servants  of  Hiram.  (2  Chron.  2:10) 

9.  Paul  made  his  appeal  lor  whose  decision? 
(Acts  25:21) 

10.  James  said  the  rich  people  failed  to  do 
this  for  the  work-men.  (James  5:4) 

13.  Nehetoiah  warned  these  men  not  to 
spend  the  night  outside  Jerusalem  or 
he  would  lay  hands  on  them. 

(Neh.  13:20-21) 

14.  Naaman’s  occupation.  (2  Kings  5:1) 

17.  Charioteers  do  this  furiously.  (Jer.  46:9) 
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